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By Mr. DUNNELL : Th& petition of Mrs. E. H. Bowma.n and 10 
others, citizens of Heron Lake, Minnesota, for legislation to make 
effective the anti-polygamy law of 1862-to the CoiD:ffiittee on the 
Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. George Williams and 25 others, citizens 
of L:mesborough, Minnesota, of similar import-to the same com-
nrlttee." . 

Also, the petition of Mrs. H. W; Chandler and 70 others, citizens 
of Jackson County, Minnesota, of similar import-to the same com-
mittee. . . 

By Mr. FINLEY : The petition of 25 members of the Richland 
(Ohio) County bar, against attaching Richland County, Ohio, to the 
Toledo subdivision of the Northern Ohio judicial district-to the ~me 
committee. . 

Also, the petition of Geor~e R. Hosler and 32 others, for a post
route from Galion to Fredrwkton, Ohio-to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. FORT: The petition of J. H. Moor, for safety appliances to 
be attached to steam-engines-to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. GARFIELD :·The petition of M. M. Boothman and other 
soldiers, of Bryan, Ohio, for the modification of the pension laws
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HATCHER: The petition of the Royal Purple Temperance 
Club, Cape Girardeau, Missouri, numbering 330 members, for the 
pasFJage of the Senate bill providing for a commission of inquiry con
cerning the alcoholic liquor traffic-to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. . 

Also, the petition of Olive Tree Lodge, No. 241, Independent Order 
of Good Templars, of Cape Girardeau, Missouri, of similar import
to the same committee. 

By Mr. HENDE.E: The petition of Charles Felton and 42 others, 
members of Franklin Good Templars' Lodge of Vermont, for a com
mission of inquiry concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic-to the. 
same committee. 

Also, the petition of H. G. Vail and 55 other women, of Underhill, 
Vermont, and vicinity, for legislation to make effective the anti
polygamy law of 1862-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. J. W. Guernsay and 30 other women, of 
Franklin, Vermont, of similar import-to the same committee; 

By Mr. LATHROP : The petition of Mrs. W. H. Durham and 100 
other ladies, of Belvidere, Illinois, of simi!ar import--to ,the same 
committee. · 

By A-Ir. McKINLEY: The petition of 41 women of the l\Iethodist 
Episcopal church of Wellsville, Ohio, of similar import-to the same 
committee. 

Also, the petition of 196 women, of Salineville, Ohio, of similar im
port-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Rev. Louis Paine and the official board of the 
Methodist Episcopal church of Wellsville, Ohio, for early and favor
able action upon the Senate bill to provide for a commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic-to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of 64 citizens of Ohio, against the extension of 
the Birdsell clover-huller patent-to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of William M. Jenks, for an award 
for services on boa,rd the transport Western Metropolis in capturing 
the blockade runner Rosetta Havana and cargo in 1864-to the Com
mittee on War Claims. 

By Mr. REILLY: The petition of women of Port Carbon, Penn
sylvania, for legislation to make effective the anti-polygamy law of 
1862-to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
' By Mr. RICE, of Ohio : The petition of Mrs. E. R. McClusky, A. 

' M. Noble, A. L. Mott and 50 other ladies, of Paulding, Ohio, of simi
lar import--to the same committee. 

By Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts: The petition of Mrs. L. A. John
son and other lad!es, of Oxford, MassachusEttts, of similar import
to the same committee. 
. By Mr. RYAN: The petition of 151ladies, of Arkansas City, Kansas, 
of similar import-to the same committee. • 

By Mr. SAMPSON: The petitipn of Mrs. Asa Turner and 50 other 
women, of Oskaloosa, Iowa, of similar import-to the same committee. 

BY. Mr. SHALLENBERGER: The petition of Mary R. Dickey and 
100 other women, of Beaver County, Pennsylvania, of similar im
port-to the same committee. 

By Mr. STONE, of Iowa: The petition of citizens of Louisa County, 
Iowa, for the amendment of the pa.tent laws so as to protect inno
cent purc~hasers of patented articles-to the same committee. ' 

By Mr. SWANN: The petition of Mary Miller, for a pension-to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions1 

By Mr. TOWNSHEND, of illinois: The petition of tax-payers of 
the District of Columbia, for the suspension of the sale of property 
for special assessments until the same are «,orrected-to the Commit
tee for the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. WAD DELL : The petition of citizens of Bladen and Robe
son Counties, North Carolina, for an appropriation for the removal of 
obstructions in a tributary of Peedee River-to the Committee on 
Commerce. 
' By Mr. WATSON~ The petition of lOOwomen, of Waterford, Penn-
8ylvania, for legislation to make effective the anti-polygamy law of 
1862-to the Committee on the Judiciary. , 
~ By Mr. WIGGINTON: The petition of N. H. Beal and 542 other 
wo~en, of California, of similar import,-to the same committee. 

IN SENATE~ 
1\IONDAY, January 27, 1879. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. BYRON S-m.""DERLA.."''D, D. D. 
The Journal of the proceeilings of Friday last wa,s read. 

C6RRECTION. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I desiretostatethatin theRECORD-.. 
of Saturday in the statement of the vote on the final adjournment on 
Friday my name is recorded among the absent. I was present and 
voted in the negative~ The omisSion makes no difference in there- · 
sult, but at the same time I desire to have the roll corrected. I sup- -
pose that in the Journal it is entered in the same way; I am informed 
that it is. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Journal will be amended in thatre- 
spect. The REcoRD will be corrected by the Reporter. 

CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY BUILDL~G. 
Mr. HOWE. I ask indulgence to say now that to-morrow, if I cah. 

get the floor, I shall ask the Sena.te to proceed to the consideration 
of the bill (S. No. 1591) to provide additional ac~ommodations for the . 
Library of Congress, which was reported some time since from the · 
Committee on the Library. I wish that Senators who have proposi
tions to submit by way of amendment would prepare them and be· 
ready to submit them. 

CREDENTIALS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the credentials of James Shields, . 
ohosen by the Legislature of Missouri a Senator from that State to 
fill the vacancy caused by the de::tth of Lewis V.: Bogy. 

The credentials were read. • 

EXECUTIVE C01\IMUNICATIONS. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Interio:r, transmitting a letter from John W •. 
Hoyt, relative to the inadequacy of the compensation now. paid him as 
governor of Wyoming Territory; which was referred to the Commit
tee on Territories, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secretary 
of War, transmitting a letter from Major-General John.M. Schofield, _ 
of the United States Army, commanding the department of West . 
Point, recommending that in case action is not taken during the pres
ent session of Congress upon the general subj3ct of the reorganization 
of the Army a proviso be introduced into the Army appropriation bill 
creating a professorship of modern languages at the United States 
Military Academy; which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Postma.ster- -
General, recommen6ling that an ~ppropriation-be made to make up cer-· 
tain deficiencies in the Post-Office Department ; which was referred 
to" the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads~ and ordered to be ~ 
printed. 

PETITIONS AND 1\IEMORM.LS •. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented the petition.of.Mary E. Thomas 
and 132 other women, of Gibson County, Indiana, praying for the ~ 
passage of an act making effectiYe the anti-polygamy law of 1862 ; . 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CHRISTIANCY presented the petition of Margaret Kelly and 
other women, of Millard County, Utah, and the petition of Elizabeth._ 
S. Cole and other wom13n, of Oakland, California, prayin~ for the pas
sage of an act making effective the anti-po!ygamy; law ot 1862; which~ 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr .. FERRY presented the petition of Mrs. Anna B. Crispell and 103-
other women, of Holland, Michigan, proying for the passage of an act . 
making effective the anti-polygamy law of 1862; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. KERNAN presented the-petition of J'ames Buchan & Co., or 
New York City, praying for the passage of the bill(~.No.1561) for the ·. 
interchange of subsidiary silver coins and United States -notes; which. 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GARLAND presented resolutions of tlie city. council of Fort . 
Smith, Arkansas, in favor of the passage o£ the bill:now pending in 
the House of Representatives, providing for the sale and disposition . 
of the military reservation adjoining that eity;: which were referred . 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. GARLAND. I present the petition of B •. F. Overton, delegate , 
from the Chickasaw Nation of Indians, praying . that a 5 per cent. 
Indian trust-fund bond may be issued to fund all • other trust-fund 
bonds and stocks. · As Senate bill No. 72(), on thait subject is now on 
the Calenaar, I ask that this petition .be- printed. and lie upon the · 
table to be called np when that bill is ~onsidered •. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT . • That order.will be entered. 
Mr. WITHERS presented the petition o:f Bernard·Wagner, of Evans

ville, Indiana, praying compensation for property lbst during the lata , 
war, at Memphis, Tennessee; which wa& referred· to •the Committee , 
on Claims. · 

Mr. WITHERS. I present the petition of John . Murphy, of Vir
ginia, praying for the establishment of a post-route from Pope's Creek 
to Kenmore, Westmoreland County, Virginia.. I move its reference, . 
together with the accompanying papers, to the Committee on Post
Offices and Post-Roads, there being ameng th6 papers th~ draught of-
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.an amendment to the post-route bill to carry out the object of the erroneous taxes paid by him during the years 1872-'75; which was 
petitioner. referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

1 The motion was agreed to. Mr. HOWE presented the petition of Mrs. Rev. W. B. Dada and 
·Mr. SARGENT presented the petition of Mrs. S. D. E. Dowling other ladies, of Wayne County, New York, praying for the passage of 

.and other women, of San Diego, California, praying for the passage an act making epective the anti-polygamy la.w of 1862; which was 
·of an a{}t making effective the anti-polygamy law of 18&2; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. · 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. Mr. BUTLER presented the petition vf J. W. Stribling, A. W. Ad: 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present a memorial of the Chamb~r of Com- dington, and others, citizens of South Carolina, praying for the passage 
merce of the city of Astoria, Oregon, in which they represent the of a law relieving them from responsibility as sureties on the bond of 
~rgent necessity for some improvement of the bar at the mouth of J. R. \V. Johnson, late postmaster at \Valhalla, in that State; which 
the Columbia River. As this is. a matter of a very great deal of im- was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 
portance, I ask to have it read. It is short. Mr. CONKLING. I present a petition signed by a large number of 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope we shall not consume this morning in read- residents of the city and State of New York, praying the passage at 
ing memorials. the earliest day of a bill for the interchange of subsidiary silver coins 

Mr. MITCHELL. Ishallhavetoinsiston itsreading. Some five hun- · and United States notes. It is a bill which was introduced bythehon
·dred vessels have entered the mouth of this river from all parts of the orable Senator from California on my ·I·ight, [Mr. BOOTH.] I move 
world in the last two years, and the Chamber of Commerce of· the the reference of the petition to the Committee on Finance.· 
c~ty of Astoria, shows the necessity of some small improvement, not The motion was agreed to. 
z. large improvement, to be made at once. I ask to have the memorial Mr. CONKLING. I have received, and I spppose it is proper·still 
read. . . to prese~t, a petition of citizens?£ New Yerk~ pray~ng for the passage 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary Will report the memonal. of the bill (H. R. No.4234) granting arrears of pens10ns. I move th.a,t 
The memorial was read,.and referred to the Committee on Com- it lie upon the table. 

erce and ordered to be printed, as follows : The motion was agreed to. 
i'o the hono1·able Senate and H()USe of Representatives in Congress assembled: Mr. COKE. I present the memorial of James Masterson, of Hous-

The Chamber of Commerce of Astoria, Ore~on, would respectfully ask of your ton, Texas, praying for the passa(Te of a law conferring authority 
honorable body .an appropriation of $50,000 to be made by Congress f~r co~tinuing upon the Unite~ States 9ourt of Claims, or some other tribunal, to 
the :Survey and Improvements of the !>ar at the mouth of ~e Colurobu• R1ver. hear and determme the nghts of claimants to their respective inter
~~~=~d:~J~s was appropnated last year for this purpose and the pre- ests in the p~~ceeds of the sa]e of captured ?r abandoned property 

By: this survey it was ascertained that the bar was shoaling and there is not now taken from mtlzens of the Southern States durmg the late war. I nsk 
the depth of water in the channels as formerly. that it be read and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

Immediate action is necessary to protect the shippin~ at this. point and to pre· The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will be re:ui · 
vent great damage to Oregon and the whole Columbta River bruun. . Th · l d d ·. 1 

Two hnndred and seventy thousand dollars have been spent by the Government . ~ memoria was rea , an referred to the Committee on the 
to improve the river from Astoria to Portland, and all vessels ihat can cross the J udiClary, as follows : 
bar ~8hout delay dm:ing the most favorable times can go to Portlan~. · To the honorable Sen.ate and House of Representatives 

Dunng that same ti.!De, however, c;mly the 5,000 above spoken of have been ex. of the United States in Congress a8sembled • 
pended ou the bar With the exception of one or two surveys for the purpose of . . . . ,., · 
making charts, and the bar has gradually shoaled. The harbor inside the mouth .The undersl~ed, Citizens of ~he Umted otates, respecttupy represent that 
is deep enough for the largest vessels that float, and being sheltered would with- wherea..s a Yf?ry large amo~t of pnvate pro~rty was taken dunng the late war by 
out any improvements except deepening the channel at the entrance make a harbor ~e ~uthonties of the Umted States from Citizens of the Sout~ under the ~enom
.of refuge. mation .of cap~red or abandon~ property, the procee!Is of which, after .paymg all 

But it is principally on acconnt of the needs of the commerce of the river that expenses of seiZure, transportation, and sale, were :{)aid over to t_he Umted States 
the present appropriation is asked. · Treasury, to ~o held as ~trust, and not !he property. of tho 1Jmted States: and 

Last year one vesselloaded with grain struck the bar going out and sunk at sea, Whe~as thiR fund, which has been demd~d by the fughest trib.nnalof the l~n~, to 
.a total loss of vessel and cargo. Another touched in going out and leaked so badly be held m trust for the owne_rs !rom whom It was taken, and over fourteen mtllions 
that she put into San Frnncisco. Other vessels were delayed weeks for a favorable of dollars of .the f~d ~e still m the Treasury, but n~ re"!lled,v af!orded to the own
time to get t{) sea for fear of striking. Vessels are now lying in port loaded wait- ers to establi h the1r n~hts of property there~ by ad.Jndication m court: 
ing for perfectly smooth water to get out, not daring to cross with the least swell Therefol"f?, the und~Igned respec~ully j)etition and pray ~or the enactment ~f a 
on. The American ship R. B. Fuller, 1,360 tons register, has been ready for sea Iawc:onfe~nng authonty upon the U;mted Sta~ Court of. Claims, or so!De other ~m
and waiting six weeks. How much longer she will have to wait wo do not know. partial ~bun~ to hear and determme the nght~ of. claunants. to therr respective 
Other vessels are hll!e :eady for sea which have waited already a long time. mt.erests m said fund and for the recovery of theu: nghts therem, &o. 

The delay to a ship 1s worth from ene hl!ndred 'to one hundred and !illY dollars Mr. ALLISON presented the petition of Miss D. F. Gibbs and other 
-per day, and to the owners of the cargo $2a per day. Tb.e Fuller havmg been de- I di f th •ty f D b I · f th f 
Iayed forty-five days, has occasioned a loss of over$4,500 alone. High freights and a es, o . e CI o n uqu.e, owa, prayrng or e pa~sage o an 
scarce tonnage will soon result if the bar is not improved, while the farming and act makmg effectual the anti-polygamy law .of 1862; whiCh was re-
whoJ&·'Commeroial interests o.f !Jle Colwnb~ basin Will be hampered an~ injured. ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. . 

The number of vesselsarnvmgfromseam the space of twoyearsondingAugust He also presented the petition of A. Bliedu~ and others citizens 
31, 1876, was four hundred and se¥enty-four, and the total value of exports for the f Clayt C I · f · · ' 
two years was $11,845,590.27 .. During the last two years ending August 31, 1878, o on ounty, ow a, praym~ o! a mo catiOn of the patent 
the number of vessels to arnve, four hundred and ninety.seven; the total value law so as to protect purchasers of articles who have purchased them 
cf exports. for the same period being $19,105,100.10, an e~cess of only twenty-three in open market; whteh was referred to the Committee on Patents. 
vessels, ~th nearly double the amount of exports, showmg. a much larger class of Mr. PLUMB presented n. resolution of the Kansas City Board of 
vessels Wlth a much deeper draught of water, and also gowg to show not only a m..... .:l • f . h . . 
Jarge business but a rapidly increasing commerce, one that should be fostered and ..1 n~ue, m favor o openmg up t .e Indian rr:erritory: to settlemen.t; 

. encoura~ed. The Chamber of Commerce wouJd recommend that the appropriation wh1ch was referred to the Commtttee on lnd1an Affarrs. , 
be so made ~to allow theJ deepening of the south channel by the" scouring proc- Mr. McCREERY presented the petition of William Stone Abert of 
ess." either drrectly .to sea or by way of the nor~h cha~nel below Sand Island. Washington City, praying that the tax paid by him for repavin~' D 

That the observations of the currents be continued, if thought necessary by the tr t d p 1 · b fu d d hi h f t secretary of war. s ee an ennsy vanta avenue, ere n e ; w c was re erre o 
JOHN Q. A. BOWLBY, the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

President ChamMr oh Commerce. He also presented the petition of Wipiam B. ~eed, ex~~utor of G. 
fWRJ~~Y ERRY, A. W. Randall, deceased; late of Washington City, praymg thai the 
E·. s.' LARsEN ' tax paid by him for rep~ving D street and Pennsylvania avenue be 

' Committee. refunded ; which was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Mr. MORRILL presented · the petition of E. A. Smith and others, Columbia. . 

·citizens of New York, praying for the .passage of the bill (S. No.1561) Mr. COCKREL~. I p_resen~ resolutions adopted by the ~oard of 
for the interchange of subsidiary silver coins and United States notes; Trade ~f Ka~as City, Mis~nn, on ~he ~thof Jannary, 1879, m f~~or 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance of the openmg of the Indtan Territory m pursuance of the treat1es 

Mr.PADDOCKpresented thepetitionof John C. Lawton and others, and the passa(Te of the· bill introduce.d in the House by Hon. B. J. 
postal clerks upon the various railways of the country praying for FRANKLIN. f ask that these resolutions be read. They are very 
the passage of a . law fixing the grades of· their salaries,' first rate at short. 
$1,400 per annum, and second rate at $1,200 per annnm • which was The VICE-~RESIDENT. They will be reported. 
referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Ronda. The resolntwns were read, as follows : 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of John \Vinslow Jones, of . Where~s in our judg.me?t it con~lusively appears from the provisions of exist
!portlaud Maine praying for the extension of letters-patent granted mg treaties that the mdian Terntory can be.Iegally opened t{) settlement. ~d 
( I w' : __ , ' f · ki . that such settlement would tend to the material and moral advancement of tne 
..!'.J saac .l.LlO.LOW7 or a pr?Cess 1D pac ng green ~weet corn; which Indians. and to the better protection of 'the rights of persons and property within 
was referred to the Comm1ttee on Patents. ' the limits of the Territory, and that the intelligent nnd educated portion of tho 

Mr. HAMLIN. ·I present ·a petition, numerously signed by mer- Indians favor such legisla~on, and UJ:l.t ~nch legislatio~ will not dest.~;oy ?r dis
chants ami ship-owners residing and doing business in Bangor in the turb the autonomy of the tn~a) or$a.mzation of the Ind1ans, an~ that 1t will the 
State of ~Iaine, prayi:pg for the passage of.'tJ;te bil~ (H.~· ~o. i541) to ~;t~~::~:;;e the preservation ot the fnnds and lands belongwg to and ownell 
a-egnJate mterstate commerce and to prohibit UDJUSt dtSCniilllU\tions Whereas the dedication of this country to barbarism not only bars inter-com
by common carriers, which has passed the House and is now before munication beo/~en the people, commerce, agriculture, and indilstry of the great 
-the Committee on Commerce of the Senate • The petitioners respect- West and the cttize~ of Texas !ffid the SC?uthern sea-boa:d .. !>ut _hermetically s~uts 
full h th bill b 

. · . ont from the softenmg and enlightened mfluences of cirilization oue of the nch-
y prayt at e may e BJ?~edily passed byt~IS honorable body. est most beautiful and prod!icti;e regions on the continent; and 

I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Commerce. Whereas the almost nnammous voice of the citizens affect.ad by this stop~age 
The motion was agreed to. of interstate commerce protests vigorously against its longer continuance: 11 ow, 
Mr. po~SEY present~d the :petition of Frank Jones, of Was~g- th.Br:i~~:SOzvedlnJ tlte Board of Trade of the Oity of Kansas, Missouri, That the bill 

"tton, District of Columbta, praymg for the passage of a law refunding introduced into Congress &y Hon. B. J. FRANKLIN for the foregoing purposes is . 

1 
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s~ially meritorious and praiseworthy, and that we do heartily indorse the said 
b1ll·as being wisely in the public int~rest. 

And. further, That we are earnestly of the opinion that such leg!slation as in said 
bill is proposed would inure t~ the benefit ana advantage of the Indians, to the in· 
terestof tho citizens of the United States at large, andespeciallytotheinhabitants 
ofotbe States of Missouri, Arkansas, Colorado, and Texas, and to the development 
of i_he material wealth of this vast region of country. 

Therefore we do hereby earnestly commend t~ the attention of our Senators and 
Representativea in Congress tllis most important matter, as well as to the Senators 
-and Representativea· of neighboring States, and urge upon them theo almost imper· 
ative necessity of prompt action by the passage of the bill introduced by Hon. B. 
J. FRA~KLIN, or some sinlilar measure, whereby the general interest of the public 
may bo advanced. 

H. M. HOLDEN, P·resident. 
H. H. MILLER, Secretary. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. What disposition does the Senator from 
Missouri desire shall be made of the memorial' 

Mr. COCKRELL. i ask that it be referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not like to antagonize the wish of my friend, 
but my impression is -that the memorial should go to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. COCKRELL. If the Senator from Iowa is anxious to consider 
it I have no objection to its going there, and I hope its consideration 
will prove very profitable to that committee. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am not anxious to have the Committee on In
dian Affairs consider it at all. Probably it will not be considered if 
it goes to that committee. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The resolutions will be referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I present the memorial of A. H. Cragin and others, 
owners of property in Washington, District of Columbia, and I desire 
to have it read; it is but one page. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will be read. 
The Secretary read as follows: 

To the honorable &nau and House of Representati'IJes: 
The undersigned, owners and persons interested in the grounds and improve

ments opposite the park east of the Capito], reapectfully represent that we have suf
fered great loss, inconvenience, and injury by reason of the cuttin~; down of the park 
and First street and the streets leading east therefrom, leaving, m some instances, 
the foundations of the buildings above the present grade of the streets and wholly 
without sewerage on First street east, thereby largefy reducing the rents and profits 
from_ property purchased before the grade was cliangcd. 

We therefore respectfully pray that Congress may at its preaent seasion grant us 
relief by providing for proper sewerage on First street east, and for removing the 
high termccs and embankments upon which our propex:ty- is situated, and for mak
ing safe and securo the foundations of buildings situated m the squares thus injured 
fronting on First street east and the East Capitol Park. 

We would respectfully suggest that Congress bas already gran ted relief to Major 
.McDonald, former assistant secretary of the Senate, on the north side of the park, 
and to the society owning the colored church on the south sido of the park, for 
.\!imilar injuries and damages. 

In view, therefore, of these precedents, we respectfully and earnestl.v request that 
our grounds be taken fGr the public use, or that adequatd damages be allowed us 
and impro'\"ements made as herein set forth. 

A. H. CRAGIN. 
R. B. FERGUSON. 
DANIEL A. CONNOLLY. 
A.. C. VAN PATTEN. 
N. G. ORDWAY. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The memorial will 'be referrerl to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

WATER SUPPLY OF WASHINGTO~. 

:Mr. BARNUM. I present a letter from General Meigs in relation 
to the water supply of Washington City, and ask that it be read, 
printed, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It will be read at length. 
The Seeretary read a.s follows : 1 

WAR D:r:PARTMEZ.."T, QuABTEIWASTEn GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Wa8hington, D. 0., January 24, 1879. 

DEAR Sm: 1 submit the following in connection with reports from the commis. 
aioners of the District of Columbia and of the engineer in charge of the Washing
ton Aqueduct, which within a few days have been printed in the CmmRESSIONAL 
RECORD, upon remedying the difficulties in the present distribution of water to 
Washington. 

Tho commissioners are of opinion tllat the best remedy for the deficiency will be 
to ex:t~nd the Washington Aqueduct itself by tunnel under Georgetown and the 
bluffs north of Washington to some point on the northern bounaary line of the 
-city; but ~ey a_pprehend, without surreys, that this would cost iliOOO,OOO. 

The engmeer m charge of the aqueduct recommends, as the simp est and easiest 
method of increasing the preasure upon the pi pea upon the high grounds, tile lay
ing of another thirty-six-inch iron p1~, twenty-eight thousand feet long, from the 
distributing reservoir to Capitol Hill, which he estimates to cost $398,948 say 
$400,000, or $14.24 per lineal foot laid. The thirty-six·inch pipe laid six: yM ago 
.cost, the commiss10ners report, $423,000. 

I have again examined an eatimate which I made in May, 1876, of the cost of 
extending_ the Washingt()n Aqueduct it-self to the bluffs north of the city of Wash
ington by tunneling, and have procured information from the engineers~£ the new 
Baltimore water-supp1y, which was begun in 1875 or 1876, and 18 now under con
struction. That supp1y is by a tunnel twelve feet in diameter and seven and one
half miles in length from tile Great Gunpowder Falls to Baltimore. In 1876 I eati
mated, from the contract prices at which the Baltimore tunnel had been Jet that 
the Washington Aqueduct extension would cost $25 per lineal foot. ' 

I learn that the present actual cost of the Baltimore tunnel, twelve feet in diam
-eter, est-imating ita average depth below ground at two hundred and seven feet, 
the shafts in use being from one hundred and twenty-five to two hundred and sixty 
feet in depth, is $5.05 to $5.50 per cubic yard. 

The twelve-foot tunnel, requiring excavation of 4.18 cubic yards of rock "'en-
·ernlly hard blue gneiss, costs 23 per lineal foot. ' "' 

The tunnel for the extension of the Washington Aqueduct wonld :pass through a 
.eimilar formation. If made eleven feet in diameter wlrlch is the stze of the sev
~ral tunnels through which the Wasblngt()ll Aquedue'\ now passe, and b large 
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enough t() pernrlt any part of itt() be lined with ma-sonry " foot thick where the 
rock 18 too soft to stand without lining it-, would require the excavation of ~.52 
cubic yards of rock per lineal foot, which, at $5.50 per cubic yard, should cost 1$19.30 
per lineal foot. Seventeen thousand feet of such tunnel would bring the aqueduct 
from the distributing reservoir to the line of Fourteenth street, and worild cost 
therefore $328,100, or f70,848less than a. thirty-six-inch pipe to Capitol Hill. 

Wherever the rock pro>es so soft as to require lining with masonry it may -be 
presumed that its excavation will be so much cheaper that the saving in these 
places, which will be few, will suffice to pay for the masonry which should be built 
of the hard rock furnished by the excavation of the tunnel itself. 

The $71,000 saved from the cost of the proposed thirty-six-inch main would build 
all of the small terminal reservoir necessary, and woUld lift and relay such por· 
tiona of the twelve and thirty-inch mains hetween Georgetown and the distributing 
reservoir as would be rendered unnecessary in their present position by the con
struction of this tunnel, which would bring the aqueduct itself to the hill on the cicy 
boundary, delivering with a head ot one hundred and forty feet, which is thirteen 
and a. half feet above the highest street grade in Washington at Boundary and 
Fourteenth street, about ten Inillions of galloDl1 e!.~!'Y three hours, while the thirty
six-inch main is estimated to deliver on Capitol Hill, at one hundred and twenty
five feet above tide, only ten millions of gallons in twenty-four hours. 

The information ;r have as to the present actual cost of the Baltimore twelve-foot 
tunnel, eomes from the resident engineer of one of its sections under construction. 

An extension of five thousand feet further east will take the aqueduct to the 
north end of New Jersey avenue at an additional cost of $96,500. But probably it 
will not be desirable to make this extension for many years yet: 

A reservoir at Fourteenth street, Dear the Columbia College ~unds, will h.1.ve 
a commanding position, and the pipes already laid willJ under thi<> additional preas
nre, near the city, give a greater supply- than now ana at n. higher leveL 

I am, very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 
M. C. MEIGS, 

Quartermaster. General, Brt:Vet Majo1·-Gene-ral United States Army. 
Hon. S. W. DORSEY, 

Chairman Senate Committee on the District of Columbia, 
Wa8hington, D. 0. 

The VICEtPRESIDENT. This communication will be referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and printed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITIEES. 

Mr. MORRILL. I am instructed by the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 1584) for the relief of James L. 
Williams, to re_port it back. It waa evidently referred to' that com
mittee by mistake. I move its reference to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 
.Mr. EDMUNDS. I am instructed by the Committee on the .Judi

ciary, to which wa-s referred the·joint resolution (H; R. No. 201) pro
posing an amendment to the Constitution prohibiting the payment of 
claims of disloyal persons for property injured or destroved in the · 
late war of the rebellion, to report it with an amendment, and to state 
that ~he committee on a careful investigation think that the joint 
resolution as it passed the Honse is totally inadeqnat(l to the objects 
that the title indicates, and our effort ha-s been to make it complete . 
I shall move to take it up as soon as I conveniently can. 

Mr. SARGENT, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 1583) for the relief of William H. Everett, 
reported adversely thereon, and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. No. 1554) relating to printing impressions from 
portraits and ~~nettes, reported it with an amendment. · 

Mr. KELLOuu, fronl the Committee on Pensions, to whom was. 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 830) granting a pension to Elizabeth 
Teagarden, reported it with6ut amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon ; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WITHERS, from the Committee on Peruiions, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 529) granting a pension to Daniel Mid
dough, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 4793) granting a pension to James Mahew, late private in 
the Twenty-third Battery of Indiana Volunteers, reported it without 
amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was ordered to 
be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. No. 4697) granting a pension to Philip Thoen, reported it with
out amendment, and submitted a report thereon; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti
tion of James C. Da~gett, late private Company E, United States 
Signal Service, grantmg an -increase of pension, submitted a report 
thereon, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 1705) granting an increase of 
pension to James C. Daggett. 

The bill was read twice \y its title, and the report was ordered te 
be printed. , 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the btll 
(H. R. No. 7.>4) granting a pension to James W. Crowley, submitted 
an adverse r~port thereon i which was ordered to be printed, and the 
bill was postponed indefimtely. 

Mr. WITHERS. I am alsO 'i:Batructed by the Committee on Pen
sions to make an adverse report. upon the petition of Elisha M. 
Luckett1 praying to be allowed arrears of pension claimed to be due 
for services rendered during the Mexican war. This is reported ad
versely because it is provided for by the general law granting arrears 
of pension. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The committee will be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition. 

Mr. BRUCE, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re
ferred the bill (H. R. No. 475) granting a pension to William Black, 

- . 
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late a. private in Company K, First Indiana. Heavy Artillery, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. No.1602) granting a pension to Louisa. Bainbridge Hoff, naked to 
be discharged from its further consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the peti
tion of Patrick Bolton, praying to be restored to the pension-roll, 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration; which was 
agreed to. · 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. WHYTE asked, and by unanimons eonsent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1706) authorizing the retirement of Colonel 
William H. French, Fonrth Artillery, b:revet bri~adier-general United 
States Army, late major-general volunteers, with the rank and ,Pay 
of a brigadier-general; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on 1\filita.ry Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave \o intro
duce a bill (S. No. 1707) for the relief of William Talber_!;j which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on .N a. val Affairs. 

Mr. JONES of Florida, a.sked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leavetointrodncea bill(S.No.1708) gra.ntingtheright·ofway through 
the public lands of the United States in the State of Florida to the 
Tampa, Peace Creek and Saint John's River Railroad Company of 
Florida.; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BARNUM (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent ob
tained, leave to introduce a. bill (S. No. 1709) for improving the 
Potomac River, the drainage and sewerage of Washingtop and George
town; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. VOORHEES asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a. bill (S. No. 1710) to replace the name of Laurence A. 
Williams, late major Sixth Cavalry, United States Army, upon the 
rolls of the Army; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

1\Ir. FERRY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1711) to reorganize and discipline the militia 
of the United States; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DORSEY asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a. bill (S. No. 1712) making an ~.ppropriation for the im
provement of the Fourche la Feve River, Arkansa.s ; which wa.s read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce .. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to intro
duce .a bill (S. No. 1713) to establish anadditionallanddistrictin the 
Territory of New Mexico; which was read twice by its title, andre
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BOOTH asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1714) for the relief of the State University of 
California, and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

He also (by request) asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, 
leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 1715) providing for the ascertainment 
of and compensation for patented inventions used in the Springfield 
breech-loading system by the United States; which wa.s read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. PLUMB asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave to 
introduce a bill (S. No. 1716) granting a pension to David L. Payne; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. . . 

.Mr. IDTCHELL asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, leave 
to introduce a bill (S. No. 1717) for the relief of the legal represent-a
tives of George Coggan, late of Oregon, deceased; which was read twice 

.-by its title, and referred to the Committee on Indian Affa1rs. 
Mr. CONKLING asked, and by unanimous consent obtained, learve 

to introduce a bill (S. No.1718) to provide for the erection of a. pub
lic building at Brooklyn, New York, for use as a post-office a~d United 
Stat.es court and for the accommodation of United States internal
revenue officials, and for other Government purposes; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds. 

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. 0. L. 
PRUDE..~, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had on 
the 25th instant approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. No. 893) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury'to 
eXa.mine the evidence of payments made by t1he State of Missouri since 
April17, 1B66, to the officers and privates of the militia. forces of said 
State for military services actually performed in the suppression of 
the rebellion, in full concert and co-operation with the authorities of 
the United States and subject to their orders, and to make report 
thereof to Congress • and 

An act (S. No. W) for the protection of dairylllen and to prevent 
deception in the sales of butter arid cheese in the District of Columbia. 

AMENDME~S TO BILLS. 

Mr. ~y submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. No. 6143) making an ap~priation for the serv
ice of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

1880; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations and 
ordered to ~ printed. ' 

MI:· ROLLINS .submitted an amendmel_lt intended to be proposed 
b:t ~ to the bill. (S. No: 1342) concernmg street railroads in the 
DlStrict of Columb1a; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

He also submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill (S. No. 1343) relating to the taxation of street railroads in 
the District of Columbia.; which was referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. · 

He a.~o submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill (S. No. 1479) relating to assessments for special improve
ments in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Com
mittee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BEOK, .M.r. BUTLER, ~h. CHAFFEE, Mr. DORSEY, ~fr. 
J<?HNSTON, Mr. MITCHELL, Mr. PLUMB, and Mr. WITHERS sub
nntte~ amendments intended to be proposed by them respectively to 
the bill (H. R. No. 5218) to establish post-routes herein named; which 
were referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and .Post-Roads. 

l\Ir. HARRIS (by request) submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed to the bill (S. No. 1412) to provide for improving the 
navigation of the Mississippi River and for the reclamation of the 
lowlanis of the States bordering thereon; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

PRINTING OF TESTIMONY. 

Mr. GARLAND submitted the following resolution; which was con
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

.Resol'aed, That the testimony taken and to be taken by the selectcommitwe ap
pointed under the resolution of the Senate of December 17, 1878, to inquire into 
the subject of alleged frauds in the recent elections, be printed. 

NATIONAL OBSERVATORY. 

Mr. SARGENT submitted tha following resolution; which was con
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to. 

.Resolved, That so much of the report of the Secretary of the :Navy all! refers to 
the subject of a new site and building_s for the Na.va.l Observatory, and the report 
of the commission thereon, be referrea to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

.M.r. PADDOCK. I move that the joint resolution (S. R. No.16) au
thorizing the appointment of a commission of scientiats to investigate 
and report upon the establishment and location of an additional na- · 
tiona! observatory be taken from the table and referred to the Com
mittee on Naval Affairs in connection with the resolu~ion just sub
mitted by the Senator from California, [.M.r. SARGENT.] 

'!he motion was agreed to. · 
POST-ROUTE IN ::\IAINE. 

Mr. HAMLIN submitted the following resolution; which wa.s con
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 

.Re8olveil, That the Committee on Post-Offices and Post. Roads be directed to in
quire into the expediency of establishing a post-route from East. Booth Bay to South 
Bristol, in the State of Maine. • 

REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. CONKLING submitted the following resolution; which was con
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed tO: 

Resolved, That the ~Committee on Remsion of :Laws be instructed to inquire into
the expediency of making provision for publishing a revision of the statutes of th& 
United States adopted since the date of the existing revision. 

1\llLITABY POST AT EL PASO. 

~fr. MAXEY. I ask unanimous consent to take up and put on its 
passage the bill (S. No. 1662) making an appropriation for the pur
chase of a. site, and for the erection tnereon of a military post, at El 
Paso, Texas. All the military authorities urge its passage, and the
bill is reported unanimously by the Committee on Military Affairs . 
It will take no time. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,. 
proceeded to consider the bill. It appropriates $40,000 foi the pur
chase of the necessary grounds and the erection thereon o1: a military 
post, at El Paso, Texas, to be expended under the direction of the
Secretary of War. 

Mr. MAXEY. The bill is reported upon the recommendation of all 
the military officers and upon plans and specifications, and, as I stated,. 
it is the unanimous report of the Comnnttee on Military Affairs. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to be engrossed for a third rea.dmg, read the third time, and passed. 

ABOLITION OF VOLUNTEER NA. VY. 

. Mr. SARGENT. I ask the Senate to consider the bill (H. R. No~ 
5180) to abolish the volunteer navy of the United States. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole,. 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Nava.l Affairs with 
an amendment, to strike out all after the enactipg clause and to in
sert in lieu thereof the following : 

That it shaJ.l be the duty of the Secretary of the Navy to-organize a. board of 
five line officers of the Navy, none of whom .shall be below the ~e of captain, 
whose duty it shall be to make an examination of the line officers now composing 
the volunteer navy of the United States, which examination 11hall be such as is 
required in the examination of officers for promotion; and, further, that it shall be 
the duty of the Secretary of the ~nvy to organize a board of Ave medical officers. 
of the Navy, none of wnom shan be below the grade of lieutewmt-oommander~ 
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whose duty it shall be t6 make an examination of the eighteen acting and three 
acting pasSed assistant surgeons now in the service, should they desire to present 
themselves, which ex.a.ntination shall be sueh· as is required in the examination of 
medical officers for admission .as .assistant surgeons; and in aJl cases where said 
board sha'll find that such<1fficers are professionally, morally, and physically quail· 
fied to perlonn the duties .of their position, .and shall so report to the Secretary of 
the Navy, it shall and may be lawful f<n' the President of the United States to ap
point such officers assistant -surgeons in the regular Navy of the United States. 
.And in the cases of officem who may not be found to be either \)rofessionally, mor
ally, · or physically qualified to dischairge the duties of their pos1tion, then said offi· 
cera shall be mustered ont<Of the service of the ~vernm.ent within six months 
from the passage of this act, with ·6ither six months' or one year's pay, as the Presi· 
dent may determine: Pro1J"ided, Thati:n the event<>f physical disqualification which 
occurred in the line of duty such.officer may, upon the recommendation of a retir
ing board, be placed upon the retired list,. with the pay of officers of like designa~ 
tionin theregularNavy. 

SEC. 2. That from and after the passage o-f this act the Secretary of the Navy 
shall not appoint a-cting assistant surgeons for tenlpor.a.ry service, as authorized by 
action 1411, Revised Statutes, .except in case of war. 

Mr. SARGENT. Mr. President, the passage of this bill wUI be a 
great reform in the Navy. ·It will save .a very consideraele amount 
of money each year, and will dispense with officers for whom tliere 
is no necessity whatever, but fGr whose discharge there is claimed to 
be no law. They were .appointed under legislation by which Con
,gress intended that they -should. be employed on temporary duty; 
but they have been kept on from year to year until it has become 
.a habit to keep them. They .are all, with one exception, medical 
,officers, many of them on waiting orders, and all of them superfluous, 
.as reported by the Secretary of the Navy. The bill provides that 
these officers shall be examined, if they ~esire it, and that those who 
have the professional, niOral, and physical qualifications may be re
ceived into theNavyof the United States, the others to be discharged 
.after ·six months' or one year's pay. It is a House bill, and the sub
-stitute which the committee propose makes this difference: by the 
Houae bill it is provided that there shall be a board of officers con
vened. As they are all with one exception medical officers we pro
vide that there shall be a board of medicaJ. officers convened in order 
that it may be strictly ascertained that those who are received into 
the Na-vy of the United States have the professional qualifications · 
neoessary. and this could only be asoortained by such a t>.ard. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The question is on the amendment re
ported by the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The .amendment was agreed to. 
The ibill was reported to the Sen.a.te as amended, and the amend-

ment w.as concun::ed in. · 
It w.as ondered that the amendment be engrossed and the bill rea.d 

a third time. 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

PROVIDENCE CUSTOM-DOUSE LOT. 

Mr. BURNSIDE. I move that the Senate proceed to the consider
ation of the bill (S. No. 1624) to authorize the Secretary of the Treas
ury to purchase land adjacent to the custom-house in the city of Prov
idence, Rhode Island. 

The motion w.a.s agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It authorizes tho Secretary 
of the Treasury to purchase, by contract or condemnation, all that 
part of the block of land, not already owned by the United States, 
bounded by South ~lain street, Crawford street, South Water street, 
and Custom avenue, if in his judgment the necessities of the public 
service require, and for this purpose a. sum not to exceed $125,000 is 
appropriated. · 

The bill was'reported to the Senate without amendment, m;dered to 
be engrosse<l for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

SE..'iATOR FROM MISSOURI. 
Mr. COCKRELL. The credentials of my colleague having been 

presented to the Senate I ask that he be now sworn in. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator-elect will advance to the 

Chair for that purpose. 
Mr. SmELDS advanced to the Vice-President's desk, escorted by Mr. 

CocKRELL, and the oaths prescribed by law having been administered 
to him, he took his seat in the Senate. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN Al."'D REFERRED. 

On motion of .Mr. D.A. WES, it was 
Orderet; That the papers on file in the office of the Secretary of the Senate in 

the case ox Laban, Heath & Co. be t.'\ken therefrom and referred to the Committee 
ori Claims. 

CATHARINE AND SOPHIA GERliAIN. 
Mr. PLUMB. I ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 

Honse bill No. ~153. , 
Mr. ANTHONY. · Mr. President, I feel constrained to call for the 

regular order. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Rhode Island caJling 

for the regular order, the Chair must observe it, and the Senate will 
proceed with the Calendar of general orders, commencing at the 
point left off a.t the last call. The Chair will recognize the Senator 
from Kansas on the first opportunity. 

The bill (H. R. No. 1679) for the relief of Catharine and Sophia. 
Ger:rrurin was considered a.sin Committee of the Whole. It directs the 
Secretary of the Interior to reserve from that portion of annuities 
due, or~ become due, to Cheyenne Indians, $2,500 for Catharine Ger
main, age<.leighteen ye¥S, a.nd$2,500 forSophiaGennain, aged thirteen 
years, two white chilqren, wh~were captured in Kansas by the Chey-: 

enne India:ils while en 1·oute from Georgia. to-Colorado, and canse the 
same to be plaood to their credit on the books of the Treasury of the 
United States, to bear ·interest at the rate .of 5 per cent. per an
num, and use from time to time the i.ncome from the same in such 
manner as he may deem expedient for their maintenance, education, 
and support ll,lltil they attain the age of twenty-one years, when the 
principal and all unexpended interest shall be paid to them . 

The b-ill was reported from the Committee on Indian Affairs with 
an amendment, in line 18, after the words "provided, that if," to 
insert ''before attaining the age of twenty-one years;" so as to make 
the proviso read : · · 

Provided, That if, before attaining the age of twenty-one years, either said Cath
arine Germain or Sophia. Gennain should die without issue, the whole sum due 
the decedent shall revert to the survivor; and should both die without issue, the 
whole sum shall revert to the United States; but if either said Catharine Germain 
or Sophia Germain, or both, have lawful issue, then, at the death of either parent, 
the amount due to her in her own right, or which she may h:\ve inherited, shall 
become the inheritance of her own issue. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
'l'he bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amen(l

ment was concurred in. 
The amendment was ordered to be engrossed, and the bill to be 

read a third time. · 
The bill was read the thir~ time, and passed • 

W ARRE~ !\IITCHELL . 
Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, when the Senate passed from the

consideration of the Calendar on Friday last Senate bill No. 855, for 
the relief of Warren Mitchell, was under consideration. I suppose' 
by the subsequent order of the Senate postponing all previous orders 
for the consideration of another matter on Friday that bill has lost 
its place as the unfinished business. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. It resumed its original place on the Cal-
e!}dar. . · 

Mr. HARRIS. I hope the Senate will consent, inasmuch as it is so 
far in the consideration of this bill, to go on with its consideration 
to a final conclusion. It certainly cannot take much time now to 
finally dispose of it, and whatever may be the judgment of the Senate 
I should be very glad to have that judgment pronounced. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The proposition in that form will re
quire unanimous consent. Unanimous consent is asked that the· 
Senate now proceed to the consideration of the bill for the relief of 
Warren Mitchell. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I cannot consent to have that bill taken up now,. 
because it will occupy the whole of the time that should be devoted 
to the Calendar. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Objection is made. The Secretary will 
proceed with the call of the Calendar. · 

CAlllP DOUGLAS 1\IILITARY RESERVATION. 
The bill (S. No. 740) to authorize the Secretary of War to relin

quish and turn over to the Interior Department certain parts of the 
Camp Douglas military reservation, in the Territory of Utah, was 
announced to be the next on the Calendar. 

The bill was read. 
Mr. !\IORRILL. Let the report be read. 
The Secretary proceeded to read the report submitted by 1\Ir. 

SPENCER, from the Committee on Military .Affairs on the 12th of 
March, 1878, but before concluding he was interrupted by • 

Mr. PLUMB •. ~move that th~ furth~rreadingof the report, being 
merely the exh1b1t attached to It, be dispensed with. · 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Is there objection. f 
Mr. MORRILL. The Senator who reported this bill does not appear 

to be present to make any explanation. It appears instead of a. gen
~ra~ ~ill to be a bill for the relief or for the benefit a.t least of a private 
md1V1dua.l who has already through trespass enjoyed a very large 
amount of benefit from the use of lands belonging to the United 
Stat.es. I t~ink t~at ~his invol!es so large an amount that it is worthy 
of further mvest1gat10n, certamly of some explanation . . I object to 
its present consideration. 

The VICE-PRES~ENT. The bill goes over nuder objection. 
.W A.RREN MITCHELL. 

Mr. McCREERY. l\Ir. President, as the most obvious means of ob
taining fair play in this body, I shall move that the Senate postpone 
the present and all pending .orders and proceed to the consideration · 
of Senate b~ No. 855. The bill had been regularly reached on the 
Calendar; 1t was regnlarly under consideration when a. motion was 
m.ade to postpone it, and an old conference report which had just 
about subsidy enough in it to make it very attractive to this body 
came up ; and if this bill is permitted to· pass over at this time it 
will not be attended to at the present session, I fear. I desire a vote 
upon it. I therefore move the postponement of the present and all 
prior orders, to be followed by a motion to take up that bill. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT The Senator from Kentucky moves to 
po~tpone the further consideration of the pending order and of all 
pnor orders, and proceed to the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Warren :Mitchell. 

The question being put, a. division was call for; and there were 23 
ayes. 

.Mr. McMILLAN. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
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Mr. McMILLAN. The Senator from Kentucky suggested that the 
measure pending at the time this bill was taken up on a previous day 
in the Senate contained about enough of subsidy in it to be attractive 
to this body. I do not remember at this time what that measure 
was; but it seems to me that this claim of Mr. Mitchell has not any 
great precedence over any other subject that has been before the 
Senate at this session. Its merits are certainly not so obvious as to 
give it prominence in the meritorious business of tho Senate. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. President, I vot-ed on the previous occasion to take 
up this bill, and I shall vote for the motion made by the Senator from 
Kentucky now to postpone all other orders and take up this bill and 
dispose o.f it. I do not know what may be the result of this motion. 
I deem it therefore proper to say that I do not wish it understood 
that by voting to take up the bill I am tO be understood as intending 
to vote fOt." the passage of the bill. There is perhaps no man in this 
Senate, on either side of this House, whose convictions are more 
firmly fixed upon principle to vote against what are known as war 
claims than myself. I shall vote against them. It will not even need 
a constitutional amendment to make me vote against them. I shall 
vote against them because I think they ought not to be paid, and I 
shall give my reasons for it if the question snail ever come before the 
Senate in proper form on t.he passage of this or any other bill of like 
character. At the same time I think it due to this case, and due to the 
gentleman, that we should take up his bill and dispose of it. If we 
are going to pass his claim, it ought to be passed. If we are not go
ing to pass it, he ought io be notified of it, and, especially, as by a 
solemn vote of the Senate taken last week to take up this bill and 
dispose of it it was taken uph::;{! it lost its place by a motion to con
sider a conference report, I t · ~ it is nothing but fair that we should 
return to the bill and dispose of it. Therefore I shn.ll vote to take 
np the bill; but I shall not vote for its passage. 

Mr. KERNAN. M.r. President- . 
Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I rise to a point of order. 
Mr. KERNAN. Allow me a single word. 
1\Ir. ANTHONY. I will make the point of order, Mr. President, 

that the resolution under which the Senate is now acting cannot be 
-postponed except by unanimous consent. It is carrying into effect 
an ord~r of the Senate. 

Mr. KERNAN. Allow me to s.<ty a word before this point is pre~. 
"This bill was up and pressed the other day, and I then desired that 
w~ should come to a vote upon it. I voted against its indefinite post
ponement, because I think we had better dispose of such bills when 
they are up and discussed. I say this because I have examined the 
bill and shall feel constrained to vote against its pas.~a~e7 but I am 
ready to vote to take it up and dispose of it now and let this man 
know whether he can get relief or not. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not think the point of 
order ma{le by the Senator from Rhode Island is well taken. The 
order has no higher priority than a special order. A majority of the 
Senate may always control its business. The Chair overrules the 
point of order. 

1\!r; SAULSBURY. I shall probably vote against the bill when it 
is taken up, but the Senator.from Kentucky Ll\Ir. McCREERY] was 
on the floor for the purpose of making some remarks when we ad
journed the other day. I think he should have an opportunity to 
present the merits of the case affecting the interests of one of his con
stituents. I hope, therefore, the Senate will consent that the bill be 
1,aJien up. 

l(!r. HOAR. I rise simply t-o a parliamentary inquiry. The ruling 
just intimated by the Chair is~xceedingly important, and it should 
be understood by the Senate for the government of their future ac
tion. I understood that the ruling last session was that the Anthony 
rule, s0 called, required unanimous consent to postpone the business 
which it covered during the morning hour, and that. at the present 
session there has been a vot~ extending the operation of that rnle 
until half pa.st one daily. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not understand that to 
be the import of the resolution, which will be read for information. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not rise for the sake of controverting the ruling 
of the Chair, but that it may be perfec~ly understood by the Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Charr so understands. The rnle 
under which the Senate is acting will be read. . 

The Secretary read the following resolution adopted by the Senate 
·on the 20th instant: 

JWsolved, That at the conclusion of the morning business each day afLer this day 
the Senate will proceed to the consideration of the Calendar, and continue such 
consideration until half past one o'clock; and bills that are not objected to shall 
be taken up in their order, and each Senator shall be entitled to speak once, and 
for fixe minutes only, unless upon motion the Senate shall at any time otherwise 
order ; a-:1d the objection may be interposed at any stage of the proceedings. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Chair does not unders~and this pro
ceeding to be within the morning hour or to have any higher effect 
than a special order of the Senate which can be postponoo by a ma
jority of the Senate at all times. 

Mr. MORGAN. I was a member of the committee that reported 
this bill and in committee I voted against the bill. I see no occasion 
to change my position at all~-~nd yet I feel that it is ·a courtesy due 
to the Senator from KentucKY that I should vote to take it up. I 
have thought it proper to state that as a member of the committee I 
was against the bill, bnt I shall vote to take it up. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Secretary will call the roll. 
Mr. COCKRELL. I desire to state that I did not concur in the 

report of the minority in this case, but joined with the majoritY. I 
desire the case considered, but when it comes to a vote on the ques
tion of p~ge I shall vote against the passage of the bill which has 
been recommended by the minority. 

1\Ir. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I wish to make a point of order 
now that everybody has spoken that wishes to, that debate on the 
merits of a proposition is not in order on a motion to take it up. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The point is well taken. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope the Chair will enforce the rule. 
The Secretary proceeded to callJhe roll. 
Mr. MITCHELL, (when his name was called.) I am paired on this 

question with the Senator from Colorado, [Mr. TELLER.] If he were 
here, I presume he would vote against taking up this 'bill , and I should 
vote to t.ake it up and consider it . 

The roll-call was concluded. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I nnderst:md that the Senator from Kansas [Mr. 

PLUMB] and the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. BUTLER,] who are 
at this moment absent from the Chamber, are paired on this question. 
Mr. PLUMB would vote "nay," and :Mr. BUTLER would vote "yea." 

Mr.l\fERRIMON, (who had voted in tho affirmative.) I wish to say 
that if this is deemed by anybody a political question I ,propose to 
withdraw my vote. 

1\!r. EDMUNDS. I did not make that suggestion with any suoh 
-reference; but word was sent up from below where these gentlemen 
are occupied that they were paired upon this question. That is all I 
know about it. 

· Mr. MERRIMON. It is pretty manifest that the Senator from Ver
mont treats this as a political question. I therefore ask leave to with
draw my vote. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from North Carolina asks 
leave to withdraw his vote, to which the Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I am in the same position with the Sena
tor from North Carolina in regard to this matter. 

The result waa announced-yeas 31, nays 18; as follows: 

Bailey, 
Barnum. 
Bayard, 
BeCk, 
Cockrell, 
Coke, 
Davis of West Va., 
Dorsey, 

Allison, 
Anthony, 
Blaine, 
Cameron of Pa., 
Chaffee, 

Eaton. 
GarL'\nd, 
Gordon, 
Grover, 
Harris, 
Hereford, 
Hill, 
Johnston, 

Conkling. 
Dawes, 
Edmunds, 
Ferry, 
Hamlin. 

YEA.S-31. 
Jones of Florida., 
Kernan, 
Lamar, 
McCreery , 
McPherson, 
Maxey, 
Morgan, 
Ra.nBom, 

NAYS-18. 
Hoar, 
Howe, 
McMillan, 
Morrill, 
Oglesby, 

ABSENT-27. 
:Booth, Davis of Illinois, McDonald, 
Brnce, Dennis, Matthews, 
Burnside, Eustis, Merrim.on, 
Butler, Ingalls, Mitchell, 
Cameron of Wis., Jones of Nevada, Padd.ock, 
Christiancy, Kellogg, Patterson. 
Conover, Kirkwood, Plumb, 

Rollins, 
Saunders, 
Wadleiltlt. 

Randolph, 
Sharon, 
Spencer, 
Teller, 
Thurman, 
Windom. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of 
the Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 855) for the 
relief of Warren Mitchell. 

1\Ir. McCREERY. Mr. President, becaliSe I am a Senator from 
Kentucky and because a just demand is presented in favor of a gen
tleman who resides in that State, it is deemed altogether appropriate 
that I should sav something in his Lehalf. 

I would have "been entirely willing that the discussion should have 
been confined to the committee who investigated the matter, and 
wonld have been content to place myself upon the record1 but I know 
of nothing which shonld make me ashamed of the conclu8lon at which 
I have arrived or afraid to assign the reasons which have carried me -
to that conclusion. 

I have taken small part in the matter of claims since I have been 
a member of the Senate. Some of them are just, some of them are 
probably exaggerated in amount, and some may be utterly fictitious 
and fraudulent; but the one now under consideration is not liable to 
a suspicion of exaggeration; it is entirely free from the slightest 
taint of fraud. The balance sheets of the Treasury assign the fixed 
and definite sum, ae.d the history of the transaction from beginning 
to end is well understood. The cotton was seized by military order 
and after deducting all charges was sold for '128,69'2.22. Since it is 
conceded on all sides that the Government makes no pretense of right 
or title t9 this fund, we are led to inquire what steps have been taken 
to a~rtain the ownership in order that possession might be restored. 
No oBe can say that the amount is too insignificant to justify such 
an inqniry7 and few will assert that the Government can afford to keep 
the money unless after the most diligent search7 it fails to find the 
owner. It is not thus indifferent in collecting its own revenues; but 
through its army of agents, attorneys, spies, and detectives, it strikes 
for the last cent. If the Government would 'inspire all men with an 
ambition and a determination to pay their honest debts, let it set an 
example of inflexible fidelity in discharging it-s own obligations. We 
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believe that the true owner of the cotton claim is now before the Sen
ate. 

Mr. HOAR. V\ill the Senator from Kentucky allow me to ask him a 
question for m)V ~own information f 

1\Ir. McCREERY. I will answer your question when I get through 
if it will suit you as well. 

1\Ir. HOAR. It is on precisely the point the Senator is now making, 
and I thought it would be agreeable to him. 

Mr. 1\fcCREERY ~ I should prefer to proceed and answer t he ques
tion when I get tlll'ough. I am going simply to present my views and 
present them very briefly, as I have made no thorough investigation 
into the matter. The committee who have investigated the subject 
can answer questions as to matters of fact better than I can. 

Warren Mitchell is a native of Kentucky. He has been too well 
established in the confidence of the people to render frequent changes 
of residence necessary, and his labors and his business operations 
have been confined to the nei~hborhood and the city of Louisville. 
By your decision you may entail poverty upon him in his old age; but 
t here is one thing of which you cannot deprive him, and that is the 
good report which will follow a long life of incor~ptible integrity. 
If he leaves no other inheritance to his family, they c.an cherish the 
memory of a. character which neither prosperity nor adversity could 
shake from the solid foundation on which it stood. Louisville and 
Cincinnati have borne the amplest testimony to his st..'l.nding, and 
from a State as remote as Colorado comes a sworn indorsement. 

What, then, was the purpose of Warren Mitchell in going a,{}ross 
the Federal lines, and how did he go '1 Did he go forth armed and 
equipped and cpvering his movements under the darkness of the 
night ~ These are important questions, as m:ilice charged and proven 

·is an essential ingredient of crime. His creditors lived in .a loyal 
State and his debtors lived in the confederated States, and before he 
could pay his own debts it was necessary t.hat he should make collec
t ions. If he had waited awhile a bankrupt's certificate might have 
relieved him of all his troubles; · but that was not exactly according 
to his notions of the proper way of meeting his j nst obligations. Like 
all men at that time who had respect for the authority of the Gov
ernment, he went straightway to the military headquarters, and he 
did not go alone. Virgil McKnight went with him, and his presence 
was a guarantee that there was neither trickery nor deception in the 
transaction. Virgil McKnight has gone to his grave, but no man in 
that good old State had more reputation as a man of integrity and no 
man was more attached to the Union of these States. Upon their rep
resentations General Anderson grante<l the permit, and Mitchell pro
ceeded upon his perilous mission. His success may have surpassed his 
expectations ; at least it furnished the committee occasion to doubt 
his loyalty, as his cotton was sold for more than the entire amount 
of his claims. The committee overlooked theimportantfact thatcot
t on was higher outside than it was inside t he ·confederated States, 
and that some of this cotton had been purchased before the article 
had reached its highest price. . 

To cast additional suspicion upon his loyalty two lines a:re quot ed 
n ·om a long letter from Judge Ballard, very favorable in other re-
spects, in which he says: _ 

I do not know what were Mr. Mitchell's views of the rebellion. If he sym
pa.thize<l with it, and I have heard and belie\') he did, I regret; it. 

The high position and the b,igh chara{}ter of Judge Ballard cannot 
raise this statement above the diguity of hearsay evidence, and it 
falls to the ground when confronted by the sworn testimony of John 
B. Lewis, of Denver, Colorado, who saw Mitchell before the rebellion 
and during the rebellion, and at Louisville and at ~ashville heard 
him expressnis violent opposition to secession. 

No man had more reason to dread cou:fiict than he had. He wat> 
not a soldier and had no taste for martial exercises. Diligently en
gaged in his commercial pursuits, me<litating no wrong to others, 
relying on the law for protection and security, he was suddenly 
awakened by the cannonading at Sumter to an awful realization of 
the dangers which threatened destruction to himself ana perhaps to 
his count-ry. 

He now sees his claim suspended between a charge of loyalty made 
by the Supreme Court of the United States and an insinuation of dis
loyalty in the Sellate of the United States. The committee conclude 
that the disloyalty of the claimant is pla<!ed beyond question or doubt 
by the fact that he was engaged for a short time in pork-packing at 
Clarksville, Tennessee. It is no part of my purpose to evade the force 
of established facts, and candor compels the admission that under a 
sort of moral duress he did superintend that business for a term 
approaching six weeks. 

I am not much of a believer in what are called special providences 
or the mysterions interposition of divine agencies in the affairs of 
meit. If I were I might find a wonderful illustration in the locality 
and capacity of the pork-house at Clarksville. The campaign up the 
Cumberland was a flank movement, rendere.d successful by constant 
toil in the presence of constant danger. After the victory at Donel
son- tlie veterans of onr Army were greatly fatigued and some of them 
were hungry. Who will describe their satisfaction when the well
sto~d pork-house at Clarksville disclosed its bountifulsnppliesf The 
odor of boiled meat, broiled meat, and fried ~eat rose from pot., skil
let, and frying-pan, and toil and danger were forgotten amid the 
pleasures of the feast. 

Warren Mitchell was opposed to the r ebellion from the beginning 

of the war to the end, and at the age of three score years and ten it 
looks like ~ding oppression to keep his money ~nd send him forth 
as poor as Lazarus simply because he placed a little fresh pork in a. 
po~Jtion where it was certain to be taken and consumed by the Army 
ofthe Cumberland. · 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment. -
I Mr. EDliUNDS. I move that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the further consideration of the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I call tor the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Secretaa·y proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. PLUMB, (when his name was called.) On this question I am 

paired with the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. DE~IS.] If he were 
present, I should vote ''yea." 

The roll call was concluded. 
Mr. MITCHELL. A.s I statell a moment ago, and have stated sev

eral times, I am paired with the Senator from Colorado [Mr. TELLER] 
on this question. If he were here he would vote for the indefinite 
postponement and I should vote against it, in order that the bill 
might be considered further. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, (after having voted in the nega
tive.) The Senator from :Minnesota [~Ir. Wnmo:u:] is confined at 
home by sickness. I do not know bow he would vote on this ques
tion. I am paired with him, and therefore I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, (after having voted in the negative.) I 
have to say that if there is any doubt about thiS matter I will ask to 
withdraw my vote, as I am paired with the Senator from 1\Iichigan 
[Mr. CHRISTIAJ..,CY] on all political questions. 

Several SEXATORS. This is not political. 
l\Ir. JONES, of ~..,lorida. Some seem to think it is. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It is due that I should make a fur

ther statement that this question was spoken of between the Senator 
from Minnesota and myself, and I am differently situated from other 
Senators, perhaps, where the question was alluded to between them- · 
selves and those with whom they are paired. 
1\lr.liERRlliO~. I am strongly inclined to vote against the bill; . 

but as I am paired on political questions, and this seems to be re- · 
garded as a political question, I will observe my pair. 

:Mr. JONES, of Florida. I will do the same, then, Mr. President; 
I withdraw my vote. . 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. The vote will be withdrawn. 
The resnlt was announced-yeas 21, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS-2L 
Allison, Davisof ill., McMillan, 
Anthony, Dawes, Morgan, 
Cameron of Pa., Edmunds, Morrill, 
Ch.a.ft' Ferry, Oglesby, eoch:n, H oar, Rilllins, 
Conklin..,, Howe, Sargent, 

:NAYS-24. 
Bailey, Dorsey, Hereford, 
Barnum, Eaton, Hill, 
Bayard, Garland, J ohnston, . 
Beck, Gordon, Kernan, 
Booth, Grover,- Lamar, 
Coke, Harris, McCreery, 

AJ3SENT-31. 
Blaine, Dennis, McDonald, 
Bruce, E ustis, McPherson, 
Burnside, Hamlin Matthews, 
Butler, I ngalls,' Mai:ey, 
Cameron of Wis., .Jones of Florida, MeiTimon, 
Christiancy, Jones of ~e-..~a~a., Mitchell, 
Conover, K ellogg, Paddock, 
Davis of W. Va. , KirkWood, Patt erson, 

Saunders, 
Sharon, 
Wadleigh. 

Ransom, 
Saulabury, 
Shields, 
Voorhees, 
Wh~, 
Wi ers. 

Plumb, 
Randolph, 
Spencer, 
Teller, 
Thurman, 
Wallace, 
Windom. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 
:\lr. HOAR. :Mr. President, the Senator from Kentucky who jnst 

now addressed the Senate [l\lr. ·1\IcCREERY] promised that he would 
answer a question at the conclusion of his _remarke ~ left the. Sen
ate Chamber for a moment, probably having forgotten the promise, 
and I did not have an opportunity to address it to him. 

::\lr. McCREERY. l will answer it if I can. 
lli. HOAR. I understood the honorable Senator to state as the 

foUI)dation of his argument that it was conceded and beyond ques
tion that the United States had no title whatever to this cotton, and 
that the only question therefore was to find the legal owner. I wish 
to ask the honorable Senator if he understands that this is a. part of 
the large quantity of "cotton captured at Savannah by General Sher
man when he took that city, and if I am correct in understanding 
him to affirm that the United States acquired no title to any cotton 
by that capture, and is bound to restore it or its proceeds to the 
owners, when ascertained f 

Mr. McCREERY. I have understood, so far as the cotton is con
cerned that belonged to rebels, that has to be restored under the de
cision of the Supreme Court of the United States, and I was ar~uing 
against the distinction against a Union man. That was the pomt of 
my argument. I understand that the Supreme Court has decided 
that if this cotton had belonged to a rebel he could have recovered it 
from the United States by a suit before the Court.of Cla.ims. 

~Ir. HOAR. Then I understand the Senator :£:rom Kentucky does 
affirm that it is the duty of t he Unit.ed States, in his judgment, to pay 
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all the owners of the cotton captured by Sherman at Savannah the 
price of the cotton if it was sold and turned into the Treasury. 

Mr. McCREERY. I would rather that the Senator from Massa
chusetts would understand me to advocate the bill that is before the 
Senate. I did not undertake to consider any other bill, and I would 
prefer to be considered as being in favor of the claim now before the 
Senate. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT. Shall this bill be engrossed for a third 
readingt 

Mr. HILL. lrlr. President, I suppose that we had as well meet here 
as anywhere tae question made by this bill. I shall vote against it. 
I shall vote against it because I think it ought not to pass.. I am not 
driven to this course by what is called policy, because the gentlemen 
on the other side are seeking to make political capital ont of this and 
like claims. I am influenced by no such consideration. On· the con
trary, if I were Influenced in this case by the precedents which repub
licans have set us in previous Congresses, I should feel constrained to 
vote for the passage of this bill. I know that by act of Congress the 
United States Government have paid some very large claims for cotton 
seized by General Sherman at Savannah; and if the Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. HoAR,] as is implied by tp.e question he pro
pounded to the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. McCREERY,] takes the 
position that none of the cotton seized by General Sherman at Savan
nah ought to be paid for by the Government, then the Senator from 
Massachusetts takes position against the payment of claims that have 
been allowed by the United States Government and by aot of Con
gress. But I have not investigated to see which way that Senator 
voted on the question. It would be entertaining and interesting to 
examine and see how he did vote. One claim for cotton seized at 
Savannah by General Sher.tna~ amounting to over $500,000, was paid 
by the votes of a. republican uongress when the Honse and Senate 
were both J believe about two-thirds republican. 

Mr. CONKLING. What case was that f 
Mr. HILL. The case of Lamar. That was a very large claim. It 

certainly had very little loyalty behind it to push it through. I sup
pose we must conclude that that case was large enough to go through 
Congress by its own momentum. 
- Mr. DAWES. Was not that a judgment of the Court of Claims Y 

Mr. HILL. I have no recollection that it was. It may have been 
passed upon by the Court of Claims. I do not remember. 

Mr. DAWES. I think it was. 
Mr. HILL. Certainly there was nothing in that case which made 

it better than this and many others either before that court or before 
Congress. I do not know how that got through. 

Mr. DAWES. ·I do not affirm. that it was, but I will inquire. I 
think it was. 

Mr. HILL. I only say to the Senator from Massachusetts that 
whether it went through one tribunal or another, I happen to know 
it went through under republican auspices. I mention this simply to 
show thJlt I do not think our friends on the other side should be at 
this late day exceedingly virtuoris on this su~ject of loyal claims. I 
have not made the examination. Others profess to have made that 
examination, and they say not only this claim but claims amounting 
to a hundred million d9llars of like character have been paid by the 
republican party during the last ten years. I do not know whether 
they have or not; I am not a man to delve in this kind of records; 
but certainly we do know that a very large number have been paicl 
amounting to very large sums of nioney. So if I should.follow prece
dents in this case, the precedents set by gentlemen on the other side, 
I should feel it my duty to vote for this bill. 

I am willing to concede, too, that this gentleman now asking relief 
at the bands of the Senate is not in th.e character of a great many 
others. . He is most evidently an honest man from all the evidence I 
have. I know him but slightly personally ; but I have a great many 
letters from a great many persons in relation to him, and I am satisfied 
from all the evidence that he is not only an honest man but that he 
is incapable of preferring a claim before this body, or any body, that 
he does not beliew to be just and right. I believe all that the Sen
ator from Kentucky bas said on that subject is correct. So I do not 
vote against this claim because I have any suspicion that the gentle
man who prefers it is any other than an honest, correct man, and 
that he sincerely believes his claim ought to be paid. 

But, Mr. President, I vote against this bill because, in my judg
ment, it is what we call par excellence a war claim, and1 am against 
the payment of all war claims, whether they be loyal or disloyal, un
less it be perhaps some few t~xceptions in favor of religious, educa
tional, and charitable institutions ; and there are very few even of 
that character that I will except. I vote against their payment upon 
:principle. I have considered this question very carefully, and for a 
long time, and to-day is the first occasion I hn.ve expressed publicly 
my views upon the subject, becanse I did not desire to express them 
until after careful consideration of the question. 

Now, why do I vote against this claim? It is, as I have said, em
phatically a war claim ; that is, it is a claim for compensation by rea
son of losses incurred during the war and by act of war. My first 
reason for not voting for it is that we cannot pay all of this kind of 
claims. They would bankrupt the Government. It is impossible that 
the Government should be expected to pay all these claims and claims 
standing on as good footing as this in every respect. If we cannot 
pay them all, to undertake to pay some is unjust to the rest; it is an 
unjust discrimination; u.nd why should it be made f 

On this subject of· loyalty it is a curious spectacle to witness in the 
Senate of the United States my excellent friends on the other side 
who are anxious to prove that this gentleman was disloyal, and there
fore vote against this claim, and some gentlemen on this side seem 
exceedingly anxious to prove that be was loyal and therefore will 
vote for his claim. I shall not trouble myself to consider that ques· 
tion. The question of loyalty is one that must yet receive its defini
tion in this country. It has never yet received it. The word "loyal" 
as used by gentlemen on the other side, and the word "loyalty" at 
all, in my jud~.ent, is not a word applicable in a popular govern
ment. I do dislike, I confess, to hear it. What do you mean by 
"Joyal Y" Do you mean by "loyal" a man who was devoted to the 
union of the States under the Constitution'# If you thus define it, 
there are thousands, many thousands in the South who are and ever 
have been loyal in the highest sense. It was an easy matter for gen
tlemen living in Maine and New York and Massachusetts during the 
terrible ordeal through which we pa.ssed to proclaim their devotion 
to the Union-a very easy matter. Everybody concurred with them. 
It would have required some courage for my friend here, [Mr. ALLI
so~,] in Iowa to h~ve said that he was not for the Union. And where 
it was such an easy matter to have professed unbounded devotion to 
the Union, I do not think that such profession has much merit in it. 
But further down, where the sun was warmer and the feelings were 
more heated, it required courall'e when the test was made for a man 
to say he was devoted to the Union. That man is entitled to some 
credit, and I do know that there are thousands and tens of thousands 
who under the most trying ordeal to which human courage was e-yer 
subjected, stood up and proclaimed their fidelity to the Union to the 
last moment. Yes, sir, there were thousands of men throu~hout the 
Southerp. States who were fearlessly defending the preservation of the 
Union, and resisting the cru:rent that was aaainst them, when hun
dreds and thousands who for years have been foudly blatant in declar
ing their devotion to the Union where it was safe to do so, would not 
have dared to open their mouths orr that line. Yet these gentlemen 
up here are par excellence .loyal, and those gentlemen down there w-ho 
fought against secession until it became an accomplished fact and 
submitted to disunion a-s they would submit to the death of a father, 
from necessity only, and then in sorrow and sadness of heart, are 
denounced as disloyal because they did what they could only do in 
their conscience or fact, go with their own people when they were 
determined to go and did go-these men are now held up as disloyal, 
and Senators in this body are exerting their wits and exhausting their 
patience and industry to find some little circumstance that may taint 
somebody with disloyalty for the purpose of defeating his rights ! 
As I say, this question of loyalty has yet to receive a definition. It 
has not yet received a proper definition, and cannot be properly de
fined until passion shall subside, and sound reason be fully restored. 

I know thousands of men who were ready to give everything to pro
vent the act of secession, who were devoted in their hearts and lives 
to the preser~ation of the Union of these States; who felt conscien
tiously bound under the teachings of their life-time and under the cir
cumstances that surrounded them, compelled as they were necessarily, 
compelled conscientiously, not by duress, compelled by honest con
victions as the result of a policy which they did not approve, to go as 
they did go; and, sir, I know that they were just as devoted to the 
Union as ~entlemen who in a different climate and on more conven
ient occaswns could safely proclaim their loyalty and who are now 
denouncing them as disloyal. It is all wrong, Mr. President. 

This gentleman I dare say was a Unionman. I know thousands of 
Union men in the South who were never guilty of an a.ct of infidelity 
to the confederacy and who yet never saw the hour nOI-the moment 
that they would not have terminated the war on the basis of honest 
reunion. They were ready at all times to do it and their sentiments 
were not concealed, yet they went with their section. Shall we say 
that this is disloynlty, and that they only were loyal who desired 
that one section should become the conqueror of another section of a 
common country ? Is that what you mean by loyalty f If you mean 
by loyalty. devotion to the Union·, desire to preserve the Union, desire 
even that the result of the conflict on terms honorable to both should 
be the preservation of the Union-if that is the meaning of loyalty, 
there are thousands and millions in the South who ~ere loyal and 
always were loyal. But if you mean by loyalty a desire that one 
section of a common country should become the conqueror of another 
section, it will be a fatality for this country if anybody is loyal. I 
am not ashamed to stand up here and say that I believe!} the,greatest 
possible calamity that could happen to this country was for one sec
tion to become the conqueror of another section of a common coun
try; and yet the sun has never shone for an hour when in my heart 
of hearts the highest political ambition I ever had was not to see the 
American Union under the Constitution preserved, perpetuated, and 
obeyed forever. And yet, sir, there never was an hour when I would 
not have laid down my life and my all rather than have seen·one 
section of a common country b come the conqueror of another section 
of that same common country, and I believe that the wise men of this 
country will yet wake up to the fa..ct that the greatest misfortune 
that has ever befallen us among our many misfortunes is the fact that 
a successful party to a sectional war obtained immediate and un
checked control of the whole Government over both sections. 

So this talk about loyalty and disloyalty has no weight whatever 
with .me in this case. I vote against this bill from higher and cllifcr
ent considerations altogether. I say that if the evidences of loyalty 
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in this case are to be accepted as satisfactory, and if that definition 
-of loyalty which I believe is the only proper one is to obtain, then 
there are thousands of men who have been wronged, reduced to pov
.erty, utter poverty, in the South, who," in times that tried men's 
souls," gave higher evidence of devotion to the Union than has been 
given by equal thousands who are so ready to denounce them as rebels. 
It is very well for gentlemen who have never been ~ut to the tes~, it 
is very well for gentlemen who have never had therr courage tned, 
verv well for gentlemen who have never been where it required cour
age~ to defend the right as tht'y believed it, very well for gentlemen 
who could get up in the North and say they were for the Union and 
receive the undivided plaudits of every listener, very well for gentle-

· men of that sort to talk about their devotion to the Union and their 
loyalty, but I tell them their devotion and loyalty has never been 
te&ted. 

Sir, I have seen men since I have been in the American Congress 
who have been, on all occasions, parading their devotion to the Union 
and using every occasion to denounee southern men as disloyal, who, 
in my heart I believe, if they had lived in the South, would have 
rivaled William L. Yancey in their devotion to secession. They have 
the same temperament, the same disposition, the same character of 
mind, and they would go on whichever side was popular, whether in 
the North or in the South, perhaps honestly so. The gentleman to 
whom I have alluded was honest in his convictions. A gentleman of 
naturally extreme temperament and extreme ways of thinking will 
take p.n extreme position in one climate or the other. The people of 
this conn try ought to wake up to the conviction that the late war was 
an honest war; it was a war based upon honest differences. The 
people of the South had been taught to believe in what was called 
the sovereignty of the States, but the first people who talked about 
secession were the people of New England. The North believed one 
way, the South believed the other. The North was opposed to slavery, 
the South was in favor of it ; but yet the South did not bring the 
slaves to this country. It was au borrest difference of opinion on the 
powersof government and the rights of property, and each man who 
was faithful to his own side ought to command the respect of every 
man on each side and on both sides. I like courage that is exhib
ited in defense of 'honest convictions, whether those convictions be 
right or wrong. I do not like that coura.ge that is loudest when it is 
safest. Human courage under all circumstances is a thing for human 
admiration. We are told in classic verse that the very gods look 
upon it with favor, and I admit that those gallant men of the North, 
democrats and republicans alike, who met and slew the Hotspnr of 
secession in the day of his vaunted power and strength were the 
xigbt royal heirs of a truly regal heroism. But these men who, thirteen 
yeal"S after this Hotspur bas been dead, are forever exhibiting their 
Falstaffian courage by sticking their tongue-swords in the thighs of 
this dead Hotspur for no purpose but to claim nnderserveu rewards 
and honors from a deluded people, are not entitled to the respect of 
either gods'or men. I do not say that anybody is doing it here, but 
this perpetual talk about loyalty and disloyalty, this perpetual talk 
about rebels, is all wrong. It does not come from a. magnanimous 
spirit. :Magnanimity in victory is a higher virtue than courage in 
battle. It is of the very essence of Divinity itself. And why can
not the American people, N~rth and South, wake np to realize the 
fact that four million, or eight million if you choose to call them so, 
of people in the South honestly differed on questions of political duty 
and allegiance with a larger number, twenty millions or more, in the 
North, and unfortunately went to war on the subjectf The war is 
over; the Union is restored; it is time that we should leave the pas
sions of the war where I propose to leave its losses-behind. 

But, Mr. President, I have been betrayed into saying a great deal 
that I tlid not intend to say. I merely intended to give my reasons 
briefly why I cannot vote for this or any other like bill. I will pro
ceed to give another reason. To pay some of these bills and not all 
of them, is not only unjust in fact but unjust in its effects. Those 
who are not paid ·and are equa.Uy deserving have to be taxed in order 
to compensate those who are paid. Now, there are tens of thousands 
of people in th~> South who lost everything in the war who were de
voted to the Union as far as sentiment could make them devoted, and 
who were faithless to the Union only in obedience to circumstances 
they could not control and a power they could not resist. They lost 
everything. Are you to tax them in order to pay my friend from 
Kentucky'# Why, sir, throughout the South there are thousands upon 
thousands of soldiers who went to the war and who lost everything, 
lost their arms, lost their legs, lost their health ; many of them lost 
their lives. They can never get anything for their losses ; they will 
never ask anyt_hing for their losses. Nobody in this Hall on either 
side of it would pretend to pay one of those men or their widows and 
orphans for theil" losses. The maimed southern soldier will never 
come here and ask for a pension ; his widow and orphans will never 
ask for a pension. They accept their losoes as the penalty of failure, 
as brave men ou~ht. Am I to tax these people, these wounded and 
limping soldiers, tneir destitute widow,S and orphans in the South, a 
great many of whom have nothing but their land and many have not 
that-am I to tax them for the purpose of paying these claimants · 
that come here and say they must be paid because they are loyal and 
when my loyal friends on the other side will not believe they were 
loyal at that\! It is not right. · 

The fact of the business is that the war which we ba v& hatl in 

many respects cannot be judged by the rules which have been estab
lished for ordinary wars. It was a peculiar war, a war of a sectional 
character. It was a war between citizens of the same country un
fortunately divided by sectional lines. You cannot repair the losses 
of the war. Yon could not do it if you were to undertake to do it, and, 
in my ,judgment, the sooner our people in the South are taught not to 
be looking here to Government for the reparation of their losses, the 
sooner they are taught that the only means by which they can repair 
their losses is to go to work like honest men and do it by frugality 
and industry and time, the better it will be for them, the better it 
will be for the country. The tens of tbl>usands throughout the South 
who are best entitled to pay viewed from any stand-point, who are 
the most deserving, who made the greatest sacrifices, who are in the 
most need, can never get one dollar of compensation, and will never 
ask one dollar of compensation ; and I protest against taxing them to 
pay a few others who have the ability to come here and worry Con
gress into granting them compensation. Let the losses of the war go, 
and if people want to avoid losses by wars in future let them be 
taught to avoid having wars at all. That is the best way. 

I think, sir, ·au parties ought to take this position. It is a little 
painful to me to see gentlemen of one party seeking to make political . 
capital out of eases of this kind, and the other side protesting that it is 
not right. Why not agree to take one common position, that these 
war losses cannot be paid T The Government is not able to pay them ; 
the Government ought not to pay them, in view of their ,peculiar 
character and the ·ciroumstances of the war, and the !!OOner the peo
ple are taught that, the better, and let these constant irritations 
about the payment of war losses cease. .As I said, I mi~ht make a 
few ~xceptions in favor of religions, educational, or chan table insti
tutions, bnt I should make very few of that sort. Where the prop
erty destroyed was of snob a character as to be of great public im
portance and great public benefit, not only to one section of the 
country, but to all sections of the country, I should think it :would 
be legitimate and proper as a public benefit to pay that kind of loss. 
There are, I think, perhaps a few cases of that kind, but put them 
altogether, so far as my knowledge extends, they would not "'xceed 
half a million of dollars. ' 

Mr. President, perhaps I ought not to take the time of the Senn.te, 
but I will give my idea of the character of these war claims, loyal 
and disloyal, by an illustration from real incidents. I will give you, 
first, the character of a claim that will not be paid, and it is a type 
of many millions. Early in the month of September, 1" 65, it became 
necessary for me, in the discharge of a professional engagement, to 
travel one hundred miles in the immediate track of Sherman's march 
through Georgia. One day, about two o'clock in the afternoon, I be
came exceedingly hungry. I said. to the youth who was driving the 
horse: "Yo_u must stop at the first favorable opportunity and let me 
get sometbrng to eat." I shall never forget the expression of the 
young man. ".Ah!" says he, "mister, I don't reckon you will find 
anything you will consider :fit to eat in this part of the country; Sher
man has been along here." "'\Veil," I said, "but the people in this 
part of the country live on something, do they nott" "Oh, yes, but 
I don't hardly know how it is they live; they seem to live, though." 
"Well," I said, "I can live one day on what they live on constantl}', 
I am pretty sure, and ,th~refore we will stop-at the most fav9rable 
chance apparent." It was not long before we came to a very good
looking frame dwelling, two stories high, a dwElling of a character 
very well known in the South, containin~ six rooms, well built, and 
indicating in former times a country fannlywell-to-do in the world. 
The fencing was all gone. The chimneys were standing on, the out
.side, showing that the outhouses bad been burned, but there stood the 
main dwelling; and I said to the young man: "Stop here, and I will 
see if I can get somethin<T to eat ; " a,nd I .went in. I was met at the 
door by a very excellent ~ooking lady, modest, but evidently refined 
and edacated, as she turned out to be-a country lady of O'reat hos
pitality, but with evidence of poverty all around her, and she looked . 
prematurely old. She said to me when I made known my purpose of 
stopping, "Why, my dear sir, I would be glad to give you anything 
that I could, but I have nothing that you will have I suppose, nothing 
that I feel inclined to offer you." "Anything that you have," I said, 
"will suit me, because I am exceedingly hungry." She said, "I can 
prepare for yon nothing but some potatoes and some eggs, but I have 
nothing in which to cook the potatoes except the embers; we are in 
the habit of roasting them in the ashes. I have nothing in which to 
cook the eggs except the ashes or a broken skillet. I have pot a whole 
piece of furniture or a whole kitchen implement on the premises; every
thing is broken." She handed me a seat.. Said she: "I have handed 
you the best seat I have, and the back of that is broken as yon see." 
"Why is all this?" "Why," she said, ''Sherman's army passed along 
here and did all this." Well, I told her that I woulu take the pota
toes and eggs, and she put them in the ashes accordingly, and while 
they were roasting I said to her: ''Will yon please give me an account 
of your experience and trials when Sherman's army passed along 
here t»' She said she would. I cannot ~iva it all to the Senate, but 
certainly it was one of the most interestmg narratives I ever listened 
to in my life. • 

The lady was one who had married about eight years before the 
war began. She was well raised and graduated at a female college 
in Georgia. She and her husband settled that · place and built that 
house; they had about one thousand acres of land, thirty slaves, and 
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all needed personalty, and were entirely out of debt, and perfectly 
happy. Th~y had had three children born to them, the oldest at the 
time of my visit being only twelve years old. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I desire to ask whether \V arren Mitchell 
got any of that woman's eggs and potatoes or not. We are trying his 
case now, not hers. 

Mr. HILL. I will come toW arren Mitchell's case. I will show you 
how it applies to Warren :Mitchell's case, but I shall do it in my own 
way. 

it turned out that her husbaJ;~d went into the confederate army and 
lost his life in ~ne of the battle~ in Virginia. His remains were brought 
home and buried in sight ofwllere we were sitting. About a year after 
her husband was killed in Virginia. in tho confedern.te ar.mw, Sher
man's army passed through Georgia, and all her -slaves except one, 
her cook, called Aunt Millie, left. This Aunt Millie was raised with 
this lady, and had nurse~ her in her infancy and was given to her 
by her father; and she said she would never leave her under any cir
cumstances, and she remained with her. But to make a long story 
short, everything they p.ad wa-s taken. All the stock, all the provis
ions were taken away. Everything that could not be" carried away 
was· killed or broken or burned, except one cow, two banks of pota
toes, and one small crib of corn. The cow was saved by Aunt Millie 
claiming it as her own, which she did for the pur;-,ose of saving it. 
The corn-crib was saved in this way : the lady sat in her house with 
her three children and saw everything being burned; seeing the torch 
about to be applied to the last corn-crib she summoned courage and 
went out with her babe in her arms and her two little children by her 
side and said to the officer who seemed to have charge of the sport: 
"Sir, have you a family at home f" The officer said he had a wife 
and two children. "What would you think," said she, "if a south
ern army should pass through yorlr country and take the last mouthful 
of bread your wife and children had Y" The officer wa-s a man. He 
lifted his hat most gallantly and then said to his squad, "Don't fire 
that crib," and said to the squad in the garden, '-'Don't disturb fur
ther those potatoes," and that is the way the lady saved the crib of 
corn and banks of potatoes. In the mean time the squad had gone 
into the house, pulled down all the pictures, defaced the walls, broke 
all the furniture, broke everything she had in the shape of kitchen 
utensils, and carried off all her silver-ware ~nd cutlery. The last she 
saw they were pulling the covering from the grave of her husband, 
and supposit;t.~. they were going to take his body off she fainted away. 
But Aunt Millie stopped them by telling them ''for God's sake not to 
make war on the dead," and they left. This is a literal fact. That 
woman had raised a patch of one acre of potatoes and one small field 
of corn, working with her own hands and aided by this good woman 
Aunt Millie, and her three little children, and they had lived on that 
scant allowance from the time Sherman's army passed by until I met 
her. 

Now, that woman will never come here to have her losses repaired; 
she will never come here with a claim before Congress and ask for' 
compensation. And now ·I will give you another claim. A few weeks 
after I took my seat a,s a member of the other House in the Forty
fourth Congress I received a card one day by a messenger who said 
that a lady desired to see me in the Speaker's reception room. I went 
in. She was exceedingly well dressed. She had velvet and diamonds 
and laces all over her, and the first speech she made to me waa to ex
press the great gratification of all Georgians that I had been elected 
to Congress, " for now," she said, "all Georgiaps will get their rights." 
She soon made known the anintus of that speech, for in the next sen
tence she said she had a claim before Congress which she desirediile 
to support, and she knew I would support it because she was a Geor
gia lady, born and raised in Georgia, and she knew I would support 
her claim. " Well, who ar~ you Y If you were born and raised in 
Georgia and had losses in Georgia, why are you here in the condition 
I see you J" " Oh," she said, "when Sherman's army passed through 
Georgia they destroyed my property, but," she added, "I married one 
of the Federal officers [laughter] and came North." 

Mr. HOAR. She took her revenge in that way. [Laughter.] 
Mr. HILL. Yes, sir. She married a Federal officer. The first 

woman I mentioned lost ·her husband in the confederate army, and 
therefore is disloyal. The second woman married an officer in the . 
Union Army and therefore is loyal! Well, her statement was true 
because she produced a very complimentary and ftattering letter from 
General Sherman. Evidently the letter was genuine and not dictated 
by a woman. But I will say in justice to General Sherman that I 
am satisfied he gave that letter more on account of the woman's bus
band, who was a Federal officer, than on account of her claim. I 
aBSume and believe he did. 

But I asked this lady "what is your claim for!" "Why," she said, 
"for personal property destroyed by Sherman's army." '' How much 
is your claim for!" " Eight hundred thousand dollars," she said, 
whereupon I became bewildered. Eight hundred thousand dollars 
of personal property of one person destroyed by the war! Yes, she 
~d, it WB{i well proven, proven by the very officers and mell' who. 
destroyed it, who set fire to it, and she named quite a number of re
publicans in the Rouse who she said had promised to vote for her 
bill; but they had told her it was very important for her to get a 
de~ocrat,,and best of all a southern democrat, to introduce it. There
fore she came to me as a democrat and a southern democrat from her 
own State-her dear Georgia-to introduce her bill. She said the 

republicana assured her that if she would get a little re-enforcement 
from the South and from the democratic party her bill would cer
tainly become a law. I said to the l~y, "It will be very difficult to 
make me believe that the whole county ever at one time had eight 
hundred thousand dollars' worth of personal property." But she said 
"It is all proven, it is all right, and the republicans are ready to vote 
for it." I do not say they were; I can only tell you what the woman 
said, and as she is loyal you ought to accept her as a good witness. 
[Laughter.] 

Seeing that her entreaties could do no good, she finally said to me 
that I had to vote for her bill ; that she had a great many friends 
among the newspaper men, and she sometimes wrote for the newspa
pers herself; and, looking at me with all the air of command and of 
one having authority, she said" Mr. Hn.L, if you don't vote for my bill 
you will never go to the Senate." Thereupon, I made the lady a bQ.W, 
gave her a fiat refusal to have anything to do with her or her bill, 
and left. 

Those are specimens of the character of T\&hat you call southern 
claims. This first claim will never come here; the se~oud and cases 
like it will always be here; and I saw this same claim of $800,000 for 
the woman who became loyal by marriage and for whom republicans 
were ready to vote-I saw the same claim paraded through the north
ern press in the ca.mpaign of 1876 as evidence that if the southern 
clemocrats ever did get bere in power and the democratic party bad 
the majority, they would take everything there was in the Trea.suryr 
Now, should I vote to tax that woman who fed me on the egg& and 
potatoes to pay this woman in velvet, laces, and diamonds But this 
claim, says my friend from Kentucky, is not Mitchell's claim. What 
is Mitchell's claim, to come to the honest truth of it Y I have uot an 
unkind feeling for Mr. Mitchell; I admit he is a good man; but does 
not everybody in the Senate know that it is a speculative claim ~ Is 
it not a mere speculative claim f The woman I spoke of in Georgia 
lost her living, the living of herself and her little children, and she 
does not come here to ask yott' for a dollar. Here is a gentleman, a 
good gentleman, who went by permission of the military authorities 
into the South during the war and bought a large amount of cotton 
by which he hoped to realize a fortune, as yon all know. He took 
the chances of war in his speculation, and the chances ware against 
him. Shall we tax that woman who fed me on the eggs and potatoes 
and tax the little land that she and her children are working for the 
purpose of paying these speculative losses of Mr. Mitchell ! Would 
it be right! Would it be justf I will not do it. 

All over the South there are hundreds and thousands of people, 
limping, weak, poor, impoverished by the war, laboring as best they 
can for a bare sustenance, asking Congress for nothing, not looking 
to the Government for compensation for their losses, and here and 
ther:e is some· man who haalost something, who bas lost some prop
erty, or failed to make what he hoped for in some speculative vent
ure, coming here and asking Congress to pay his losses, and that we 
shall tax these poor people to pay his losses. I for one shall not dO' 
it. I am against these bills, therefore, upon principle. I do not need 
any constitutional amendment to make me vote against them. There 
will pea great many hard cases, I concede. War is nothing but an 
ordeal of hard ca868. I do not know anything produced by war except 
hard cases. You cannot repair all those hard cases. Mr. Mitchell has 
a hard case, but his case is not harder than thousands of others who 
lost like property or other property, and who were just a.s loyal as he 
was. You cannot repair these losses. Let it go forth, therefore, that 
we take the position distinctly and emphatically that this talk of pay
ing southern war claims must end. Teach it to our people and teach 
it to all the people, and let all this political excitement on the sub
ject end. 

Mr. President, I am the humblest man in the democratic party. 
That party, after eighteen years of absence, I trust and believe, is 
about to return full-fledged to power. I think it will have possession 
of every department of this Government. It Qertainly will have it if 
we couvincc the people North and South that we deserve to have it; 
for evidently the people are well satisfied that the republican party 
does not deserve to be continued in power, and the only question 
with the people is whether the democratic party does deserve to be
intrusted with power. If I had 'control of the party, as I ha.ve not, 
and shall never have, if my voice were worth anything, there are four 
things I would have the democratic party to proclaim to the world in 
most convincing terms and adhere to with unflinching fidelity. I 
would have the party to say: 

1. We will not pay war losses, loyal or disloyal, unless we make ~ 
few exceptions of religious, educational, and charitable institutiollio', 
and very few of these. 

2. We will vote no more of the public money and no more of the 
public credit, and no more of the public lands to build up or enrich: 
mammoth monopolies in the shape of railroad corporations. 

3. We will in good faith pay every dollar of the public debt, prin
cipal and interest, in good money of the standard value. 

4. We will restore the Constitution to the country and honesty and 
economy to its administration, confining the General Government t() 
its limited, delegated sovereign powers to pl'Omote the general wel
fare, and leaving the States unmolested in the. exercise of their re
served sovereign powers to promote the local welfare of the people. 

Do these four things, and, in my judgment, the child is not born wbOt 
will witness the termination of democratic administration jn this 
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country, and the tongue has not been gifted with language that can 
express the prosperity {vhich will follow to all onr people in every 
section of our country. 

Mr. :Mc~IILLAN. Mr. President, the Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
HILL] has traNeled over a great deal of ground this morning, but I 
a.m. unable to see its application to the case now before the Senate. 
It seems to me the inquiry of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BECK] 
was very appropriate. The Senator from Georgia has great difficulty 
in defining what is loyalty to the Government. It seems to me the 
Senator must have forgotten some of the early lessons of this conn
t ry and some of the teachings of the patriots of the country. I can 
refer him to a definition which will tell him what loyalty is; it is one 
t hat is familiar in this country, ancl one which, if the Senator and his 
compeers had remembered when they attempted to destroy the Gov
ernment, would have prevented that attempt : 

Our country ! * * * may she always be in the right ; but our country, right 
or wrong. 

If the Senator has so much difficulty in defining what is loyalty, if 
that is the condition of the members of the party to which he belongs, 
i t will. be a sad 8.ay for this country when the people come to the con
clusion, as he says they have, that the republican party should not 
be intrusted with the powers of this Government, but that it should 
be transferred to the party to which the Senator belongs. 

l\Ir. President, this cln.im is a · claim depending upon its own facts, 
and the Senate will not be misled in regard to it. The Senators on the 
other side of the Chamber do not at all agree with the Senator who 
has just taken his seat in believing that no war claims should be paid. 
There are Senators there who do believe that war claims should be 
paid, nd there are those who believe that this claim should be paid, 
war claim or not. This claim must depend upon its own facts, and 
whatever may be Mr. Mitchell's character as a citizen, whatever may 
be his honesty, his integrity in regarcl to his private life and transac
tions, in his conduct during the war he l'endered aid and service to 
the confederate government. In doing that he acquired this cotton 
which was seized by the general of the Union Army and confiscated
and sold. Mr. Mitchell remained there during the whole war, and not 
only purchased and tra-ded there, but, as the Senator from Kentucky 
[ Mr . .McCREERY] himself says, engaged in supplying that army with 
pr0visions to maintain the confederate forces. 

That is the condition in which he presents himself here claiming to 
be a loyal man, and, under the definition of the Senator from Georgia, 
he says he may be loyal or disloyal. I can come .to bnt one conclusion 
from 'the facts in this case: that is, that he was disloyal during the 
war as is shown by all his acts and conduct during that time, what
ever his professions may be now. 

·Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I had determined not to say a word on 
t his subject, because I supposed other gentlemen would exhaust the 
subject, which is in a nutshell. I hope that at least one other Senator, 
[ Mr. JOli.'ES, of Florida,] who was on the committee in the last Con
gress, will be heard; but I confess I am amazed at the stump speeches 
that have been made on this floor about national politics both by the 
Senator from Georgia and the Senator from Minnesota, both of whom 

, being on the same side and voting against this bill might, I think, 
have reserved their opinions on great national politics till they found 
some occasion where they differed, instead of making a private claim 
the occasion of so much gush. W arrenMitchell either has an equitable 
r ight to this money he asks for or he has not; and, while I know that 
t here are many so-called loyal war claims that I will oppose as earn
estly as the Senator from Georgia or anybody else, if any citizen of 
any State presents as fair a claim as Warren Mitchell seems to me to 
do, I will vote to pay it to him whether he was loyal or disloyal. 

The facts in this case are few and simple. ·warren Mitchell, a citi
zen of Kentucky, who whether the Federal authorities had power to 
give him the right to go South or not believed they had, and they 
believed so, went there by authority of the commanding officer at 
Louisville, Kentucky, and had in his possession at the close of the 
war, in Savannah, Georgia, as his private property, a large amount 
of cotton, which, together with other cotton, was seized by the au
thorities of the Nnited States. Out of the proceeds of this cotton
after paying all expenses, commissions, and fees to those who 'acted 
as agents of the Treasury, and they touk nearly half of it-a large 
amount, some $128,000, is now in the United States Treasury, de
posited there as the proceeds of the cotton of \Varren Mitchell, not, as 
the Senator from Georgia suggests, mo~ey that his poor people have 
been taxed to furnish. If recovery is ha-d, it is not to be had out of 
money levied or collected by taxation from the people, but simply a 
fund in the Treasury of the United -States, the proceeds of the sale of 
property that belonged to :Mr. Warren Mitchell, now held in the 
Treasury of t·he United States subject to the rights of the owner, if 
t here is any right in any owner, and it is for Congress to determine 
whether there is or not. It is admitted on all hands, admitted by 
the Senator from Minnesota, that if the property then seized by the 
United States authorities had been the property of the Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. HILL,] or the property of Mr. Jefferstm Davis, or of any 
other official from brigadier-general up or down in the confederate 
·service, he would have recovered it and would have the money in his 
pocket to-duy, and many of them have recovered it for property 
seized at the same time and taken under the same circumstances: 
men who were high officials, brigadier and major-generals in the army 

of the confederacy during all the war, have made their demands on 
the Treasury and claimed it and had it allowed to them.• 

Mi. VOORHEES. And they got it by a vote of both republicans· 
and democrats. ' 

Mr. BECK. Yes; and they got it by a vote of the republican and 
democratic parties both, and by decisions of the Supreme Court of· 
the United States. Now when an honest man who took no :part in the
war-to state his ca-se in the worst aspect of it, did nothmg except 
that he was inside their lines trying to collect the debts justly dna
him, and labored with his bands to make a living iq order to keep 
from starvation, when there was nothing else to do-comes to demalld
his money, he cannot get it, and great indignation is raised by men 
who fought all through the war, as the-Senator from Georgia I sup
pose did; when he and all the men who fought with him have received 
their money, ~Ir. )fitchell cannot get his, and they say it is an out-
rage for him to ask for it. -

l\Ir. HILL. Will the Senator from Kentucky allo'Y meV 
Mr. BECK. I do not know whether the Senator from Georgia go 

any money out of the Treasury. 
l\Ir. HILL. I never asked the Government to pay me anything, 

and I do not know anybody in the South in my condition who ever 
did ask it. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Georgia has only to read the decisions. 
of the Supreme Court of the United States in the case of Padelford,. 
in the case of Pargoud, in the case of Armstrong, in the case of Klein ,. 
and in dozens of other cases, to find that millions of dollars have been 
paid to men in t.he South under circumstances exactly like those
which surrounded him whose cotton was taken by the Federal au
thorities. The decisions of the Supreme Court in 9 Wallace, in 13' 
Wallace, and 21 Wallace, in 1 Otto, and in dozens of other cases
indeed, the reports are fu11 of just such cases as those to which I 
allude, where the money was paid to confederate generals and high 
officials for cotton taken just as Mr. Mitchell's was. Let me read the
reply of the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. McMILLAN] when the Sen
ator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS] asked him a question. 

l\lr. HILL. I do not want to interrupt the Senator from Kentucky,. 
but I will state to him that I have not recently lMked at the cases 
he refers to. My recollection, however, is that in the cases he refers· 
to the decisions of the Supreme Court were put on the ground that 
the claimants were pardonetl before their property was seized. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. So was l\Ir. Mitchell pardoned.. 
Mr. BECK. Yes, sir; he too has a pardon, which wipes out his· 

offenses. 
Mr. HILL. Before his cotton was seized ~ Did 1\Ir. Mitchell get an· 

amnesty before his cotton was condemned as contraband of war T 
Mr. JONES, of Florida. That could not well be. 
Mr. BECK. The decision of the court was that the pardon of any 

one pardoned related ba-ck in ali ca-ses. 
1\lr. HILL. They clid not state it jn~ti:fiably, but they stated the, 

exaot fact and put it on that peculiar ground. 
Mr. BECK. The fact is as I have stated it. 
The Senator from Tennessee [lli. HARRIS] put a question to the. 

Senator from MinnesQta [Mr. 1\Icl\fiLLA..."il when the bill was before; 
the Senate last Thursday. Said Senator fiARRIS: 

'Vhere is the legal title to that cotton or to the proceeds ~ 
Mr. :McMlLLA.."''. It is not in Warren Mitchell. 
Mr. HARms. Will the Senator be kind enoug,h to tell me where it is 7 
Mr. McMILLA.-.. The Gi>vernment of the Umted States has seized that property 

as a prize of war. Mr. Mitchell not only has no title to it technically, but he has 
no title to it under any view of the case you can take. 

Mr. BoOTH. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question for my own en-
lighteftment 1 • · 

Mr. McMILLA~. Certainly. . • 
Mr. BOOTH. Would this cotton have been liable to seizure and confiscation if itl 

still remained in the hands of Mitchjjll's vendors t 
Mr. McMILLAN. ~ o, sir; becansd'his vendors were engaged in supporting the 

rebellion ; they were citizens of the confederMy. That is the difference between
his vendors and himself. They were doing acts which we recognized as being 
proper on their part to their own government. 

That a-dmits the whole case. Can the equity of an active confed
erate be greater than that of a private citizen of an adhering State '?' 

The Senator from :Minnesota stands up here and tells us that every 
one of those men who fought in the confederacy was doing acts proper 
to their own g-overnment, and therefore would under these circum
stances be ent1tle<l to the proceeds of his property; and ought to have 
it, as the Supreme Court eaid they ought, and then he' raises the cry 
that fraud is being perpetrated when a man like Warren Mitchell, 
seventy-odd years of age, who spent his fortune in paying the men
he owed in Louisville and Cincinnati, .many of whom were loyal and, 
fought through the war on the Federal side, asks the same rights Mr. 
Davis would, as he admits, be entitled to. It is a horrible outrage, says 
the Senator, for him to come and ask it. He was in the possession of 
that property. All the decisions of the Supreme Court in the case of 
Klein and others show that seizure by the milit.ary does not divest 
the title of the man from whom it is seized: it does not work confis
cation of the property; bnt "it is held by the United States as a trustee 
for the man who is the owner of it. Klein having shown that he was 
the owner, they gave it to him. The Supreme Court said that seiz
ures only reach ~o captures on the high seas, to abandoned property, 
the property of belligerent enemies used for the purpose of war, and 
that the property of a private citizen did not belong to the Govern
ment by reason of the Government taldng it into its possession. 

.. 
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Warren Mitchell had that cotton in his possession. It was taken 
.from him bf a wrong-doer, as the court say. The Government had 
.no right to take it. Although its proceeds are in the Treasury, they 
.are there to his credit. The money never reached the Treasury by 

- the taxation of a human being. No person ever paid a dollar of taxes 
to place that money there. The Government holds it, I repeat, as a 
trustee. The United States can only keep it from him by reason of 
the trespass committed on him; and no matter what his title is, it is 
.a l>ette.r: title than the title of any trespasser. Even if thel'e was 
.illegality or wrong in the original contract and he had no right to 
buy cotton from the people· of the South, yet1 having bought it and 
!having it in his possession, that possession gtves him a better title 
than anybody else who has no title except that acquired by wr.ongful 
:seizure. Although the courts may hold that the contract was illegal, 
;yet the law will never interfere to take it away from him atrd vest 
title in a trespasser. To illustrate: I have a copy of the Revised 
:Statutes of the United States in my baud. I claim it as mine. Does 
the Senator from Minnesota think that be could take that book ont 
.of my band and claim it as his and deposit it in a court or in the Treas
ury or anywhere else and then with any plausil>ility argue the ques
tion that ~ have not a title to the book, that I got i t wrongfully from. 
Mr. HILL¥ It is none of his business where I got it. My title is bet
t er than his; he has no right to inquire into my ti tie, and had no right 
:to deprive me of my possessory title. 

.Mr. McMILLAN. Mr. President-
Mr. BECK. I ask the Senator to wait until I get through with my 

illustration and then I will answer any question 'that is pertinent. 
I repeat, I am in possel?Sion of the book. I am claiming it as mine. 
The Senator from Minnesota takes it, and it is proven that he has no 
a-ight to it; that he had no right to take it. When I ask to have it 
restored he has no right even to raise th.e question of how I got it. 
My possession protected me. When Warren Mitchell had that cotton 
the United States acquired no title by the seizure; and when the 
money is in the Treasury, as it is now, subject to the right of the 
<Owner, the United States has no right to raise the question as to how 
be got it or with whom he traded or whether be was loyal or disloyal. 
We had no right, even while at war, to go and take the property, the 
lbeds, the moneys, the tables, or the dishes of the people of Savannah 
because the Federal forces captured that city. Here are the terms on 
which civilized war is carried on, and every man in the Senate and 
.all except two in the House voted for the following resolution, when 
Mr. Crittenden, of Kentucky, moved it, on the 22d of July, 1861: 

.Resolved, &c., That the :present deplorable civil war bas been forced upon the 
<COnn try by the disunionists of the Southern States now in revolt against the con
>atitutional government and in arms around the capital; that in this national emer
gency Congress, banishing all feeling of mere :passion or resentment, will recollect 
-only its duty to the -whole country ; that this war is not waged upon our :part in 
:any spirit of oppression, nor for any :purpose of conquest• or subjugation, nor :pur
pose of overthrowing or interfering with the rights or established institutions of 
those States: but to defend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitution and 
rto :preserve the Union with ;11l the dignity, equality, and rig_hts of.the several States 
'llllimpaired; that as soon as these objects are accom:plishea the war ought to cease. 

That was the spirit in which we p1·vjessed to be carrying on the 
w:ar. Here was a citizen of the United States, not a belligerent, 
with property belonging to him. The Government took his prop
·erty. The Supreme Court decided that they had no right to take it, 
but {lecided that there was no law authorizing him to soe the United 

:States. If it had been taken from Mr. Davis, or Mr. STF..PHENS, or 
. Mr~ HILL, or·any of the gentlemen from the South whom I see around 
me now, they could have su~d and recovered it back, as many simi
larly situated did; and yet this Congress is to be told that when Mr. 
:Mitchell had been deprived of property rightfully in his posse~ion, 
which was wrongfully taken from him, which any confederate could 
have recovered, the United States has a good title to it, and that it 
is a fraud and an outrage to say that he ought to come to the Con
gress of the United States and ask the representatives of the people 
to put him in the same position in which Mr. Davis or Mr. HrLL or 
any. one else of the leading confederates has boon placed. 

It is said that in the country from which I and my ancestors came 
.a celebrated man by the name of "Rob Roy" laid down the law to 
!be-

That they should take who ha>e the power, 
And they should keep who can. 

That is tlieuaw of the Senator from Minnesota and the Senator from 
~Georgia, and all those who are maintaining that this money should 
be retained in the Treasury. You .have got it; you have the power 
·to hold it; it never was yours; it was taken wrongfully, but yon are 
going to apply to the payment of taxes what never was derived by 
taxatron from the people, an honest man's money that could not 
have been held by you if he had been engaged in red-handed rebell
ion, as many of you choose to call it ; and not only that, but you rise 
and deliver tirades· of abuse against the reputation of a peaceable cit
izen admitted to be honest, and to show how patriotic you are hold 
up your hands and say," oh no! equity ought to close its doors against 
such a claim as this; no man can deny that the decisions of the Su
preme Court are in our favor; on all the principles of justice and 
.equity the right is in our favor, and the possession was unquestion
..ably oUl.'S; that is all any legislator can properly inquire into." Mr. 
Mitchell was wrongfully deprived of it ; the money is held, as it were, 
lin chancery, to be interpleaded for, and who has a better title 'l If 
,you can keep Mitchell's money, t hen yon could have t aken all the 

money, all the beds, all the clothing, and everything that the people 
in Savannah had in spite of the resolution I have read, which was 
passed when the war began, that we were fighting . only to restore 
peace and proposed to fight only with the armies in the field. 

The Supreme Court, if you would give it jurisdiction, would unani
mously sustain this claim; the facts are with us; 1he equity of tbe 
case is in favor of Mr. Mitchell, and as he was a citizen of my State 
I could not sit ·by, although I had not intended to say a word, when 
I heard such abuse heaped upon him all around and his claim sneered 
at in the way it was, without stating the facts as the record shows 
ili~to~ ' 

I am asked aq uestion by the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. ?!lER
P.DIO:N :] what does the Supreme Court say about the case T In 21 
Wallace, whichlhold in my hand, which theSenatorfromNorthCaro
lina [Mr. MERRIMOY] will, I hope, look at, the decision is simply that 
being a citizen of the State of Kentucky and not a citizen of one of the 
Confederate States he could not sue in that court ; his domicile being 
in a loyal State, and the cotton being obtained by him and seized in 
another State, and having ha-d business transactions there he had no 
standing in court. Not one word is said in that case against the merit 
o:f his claim. On the contrary, the court admits that if he had been 
a citizen of a disloyal State, if he had been in fact himself the com
mander-in-chief of the armies of the confederacy, residing in Georgia, 
the Government would have been compelled to pay him the money. 
There is nothing against him in the decision in 21 Walla-ce except the 
single fact of his residence. 

This Congress cannot in my judgment afford to stand and resist his 
claim on that . ground. 1 know tha,t there are men who want the 
'l'reasury to 'take everything. There are gentlemen at the other end 
of the Capitol and here also I expect who want us to take England's 
money received from the Geneva award and place it in the Treasury, 
to take all we can, and bold all we can get. I would rather sink 
Warren Mitchell's money and all the money obtained at · Geneva in 
the bottom of the ocean than diswace the United States by holding 
money thus obta~ned and thus wrongfully held in the Treasury of 
the United States, when the Government would have paid it out to 
any of the confederate generals or to the president o~ the southern 
confederacy and yet holds it because the claimant was a citizen of a 
loyal State himself, an honest and a loyal man, and therefore he had 
not a status in the corirts. It is guilty of a most disgraceful act if it 
does. This Congress would say by the rejection of this claim, "We 
will keep the money because we have g{)t it, and you have not tlie 
power to take it away from us." 

If it was not "'arren Mitchell's cotton, it was the cotton of t he 
man from whom he bought it. Suppose he had bought it from Mr. 
HILL. Mr. HILL could have g01,1e into the courts . and recovered it 
all. Suppose he had bought it from 1\lr. Davis or Mr. STEPHE.."\81 or 
any of the high functionaries of the confederacy, t.hey conlcl hav" 
said that Mr. Mitchell did not vest himself with the title because the 
transaction was illegal, and they could have shown that fact and 1·e
covered it and have the money in their pockets now. That would 
be just and equitable, I suppose, even if Mr. Mitchell bad paid them 
for it. But this Congress is asked to say, because it was taken wrong
fully from a citizen of_Kentucky, while it could not have been taken 
wrongfully from any of those high confederates; you will not give 
him a hearing, and will drive him forth in disgrace and poverty l>e
cause you can make pretense that he is not a loyal claimant . 

I am as much opposed. to those so-called loyal claims as anybody 
here. I a~ee with the Senator from Georgia in that, at lea-st ; but I 
am not gomg to vote for this claim because this claimant was loyal 
or disloyal; that question is not worthy of consideration. I will vote 
for it because it is his, and not ours. There are high officers of the 
Federal Government who are now habitually making affidavits as to 
the loyalty of men whom they themselves imprisoned for disloyalty, 
because they can now share the profits of their claims ; but Mitch
ell's is not a case of that sort. He is here representing himself, and 
telling the truth. Those men in the Sooth owed him. He obtained 
the cotton, and it was wrongfully taken from him. He has paid 
$150,000 of debts to men in Louisville and Cincinnati, indeed all over 
the country, and he is almost a bankrupt at seventy years of age, and 
the Ti-easury is holding the money that he tried so hard to g~t to in
demnify him, and honorable Senators propose to keep it. Yet nothing 
is proved against him except that, in order to make a living during 
the time he had to stay there, as he had to do some sort of work or 
starve, he did work iliat inured perhaps to the benefit of the Confed
erate States, when there was nothing else in the coon try that he co old 
do. That is the whole case. You can vote it down if you desire; i t 
will not be a record the men who do so will be proud of. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I intimated before this case wa 
taken up for consideration that I intended 1to cast my vote against 
this bill; I expected to do so silently aud without argumentation , 
standing upon the facts and upon the doctrine stated in the report of 
the majority of the committee. I still adhere to my opinions. I have 
not felt myself dislodged from those convictions by any remarks that 
have fallen from any Senator on this floor either in referenc~ to the 
question of justice or of the injustice on the part of the United States, 
or in reference to any supposed influence that such a vote may have· 
on t he statu<J or future prospects of political parties. So far as Mr. 
Mitcb~ll personally is concerned I have for him great respect, and I 
may add that the people of Alabama have also for him great respect, 
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having for a series of years enjoyed commercial intercourse with him, 
and having received from him favors of which we are not forgetful. 

I suppose that no case will ever come before the Senate in which 
I shall follow the convictions of my own mind with more reluctance 
.than I shall in this case, for I not only prize tlle character of this gen
tleman, but I sympathize with ruid commiserate his misfortunes. 
But, sir, this is a questio11 that 011ght to be. considered by the Senate 
.of the United States with reference to principle. It is not a question 
whether Mr. Mitchell is seventy years old, and infirm, and poor, but 
the question is whether or not we shall commit ourselves to a-certain 
-doctrine which overturns the judicial decisions of the highest tri
bunal of the Unit-ed States. Upon all questions that come within the 
rang.e of the jurisdiction of that august body, it is a fixed principle, 
I may s.'ly, with me, to follow its decisions so long as they are con
.sistent 'at all with common sense and with my views of the Constitu
tion, and upon all debatable propositions I yield my judgment to that 
.of the Supreme Court of the United States. . 

The Government of the United States, after the war had ceased, 
made what I cenceive to be a liberal and generous provision of law, 
by which persons who :ielt themselves aggriewed by seizures made 
·during the war might come into a court constituted by Congress for 
the purpose of presenting their claims to the consideration of that 
.court, ~iving also a right of appeal to the defeated party, whether 
-the Umted States or the plaintiff in the action, to the Supreme Court 
-of the United States, and fixing the right of claimants to the indem-
nity upon the same basis that the ri~hts of individuals were before 
fixed in litigations between each other. After havirlg provided a 
..eonrt of that sort, after having provided an appeal from that court 
to the Supreme Coul'.t of the United States, the question is whether 
.Congress ought to fly in the face of a decision of the Supreme Court 
.of the United States and in a fit of generosity, which may be excited 
-either by political affiliation or by sympathy for the personal misfor
~es of any man, undertake 1:0 overturn that decision, go counter to 
.it, and vote an appropriation of money in favor of an individual who 
the Supreme Conrt has decided is not entitled to any compensation 
'Whatever. 

Although when 1\fr. Mitchell came to· Alabama he may have come 
for the purpose of collecting debts, in order that out of the proceeds 

-of those collections be might pay debts that he owed to northern 
creditors, he came really in violation of the laws of the country. It 
was found to be necessary in the late war, as it has been found to be 
necessary in all wars, that rules of non-intercoutse should be estab
lished either by congressional action or by presidential proclamation, 
the President being the chief commander of the Army and Navy, 
which should prohibit the citizens of the different belligerent locali
ties from carrying on a commercial intercourse with each other. Mr. 
Mitchell came to the Southern States in violation of these rules of 
oon·intercourse, and, while thus violating a law of the United States 
~ntial for the prosecution of the war itself, he acquired or sup
po'sed that he had acquired a t itle to certain property in the Sooth, 

-cotton, which I musts~ he acquired in part by puchase and in part 
by speculation'. At all events he acquired that which was considered 
in the States that he visited a title as against allotherinditiduals to 
this particular cotton. Be <'oncentrated it at the port of Savannah, 
with a view to its speedy shipment after the war might close to some 
pott for sale . . Doring the war, while belligerent hostilities were pre
vailing, while the war wa-s flagrant in the country, General Sherman, 
in an attack that he made on the city of Savannah, captured this prop
~erty along with a great deal of other property in that city. General 
.Sherman, if the ndes of war that prevailed between civilized coun
tries had been afterward carried into execution between the United 
;States and t.he Confederate States, might have transferred every dol
lar of the property that he captured in Sav,annah to the United States 

"Treasuryr and no man in the South under the public laws of war be
tween separate and distinct nations could h~ve claimed that he had 

...an individual right or any right whatsoever to the cotton thus cap
tured or its proceeds. 

But the Government of the United States afterward made an ex
·-<leption in favor of those men whose private propertY had been taken, 
. .and gave to those men who could prove their title to their privat-e· 
property the right to go into the Court of Claims and there assert that 

· right as against the Government, and to pursue that right so as to 
reclaim from the Government the amount of money which was the pro

··ceeds of cotton that might actually have found its way into the Treas
ury of the United States. This was an act of grace on the part of 
the Government. It was an act that the Government of the United 

. States were not under public law compelled to do; and I will not be 
found on the floor of the Senate flying in the face of a law which I 

. consider at once liberal and generous and, I must say also, just. 
Mr. Warren Mitchell, availing himself of this law, went into the 

courts of the United States ; he preferred his claim there, in what 
·capacity Y As the owner of these bales of cotton. He could not ha.ve 
come as a suitor against the Government of the United States in any 

-other capacity than that of the owner of these bales of cotton. The 
··question that the Government of the United States permitted him to 
~argue in its tribunals was not one .of naked equity; it was not ~me 
purely of conscience; but it was a question of legal right; and when 

:he came to the threshold of that court and presented his demand be 
,had to come with a legal right or else he came with no right at all. 

When Warren Mitchell went into t he Court of Claims, as I insist 

he went there, for the purpos.e of ha.vio& ~he question decided by that 
tribunal whether he was the owner of tnis cotton, it was decided ad
versely to him by a di.vided court. That. case. was appealed to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and upon full consideration of 
all the-evidence that he wa-s able to produce in affirmance of his title, 
it was decided that he was not the owner of this cotton. Now, then, 
we can·ask for no higher adjudication, no more solemn judgment on 

·the clai'm. of Warren Mitchell than that which has been pronounced 
by the Supreme Court of the United States which excludes him from 
the ownership"of this cotton because of his having violated the laws 
of the United States in obtaining possession of it in the Confederate 
States. The proposition is that whereas he was a citizen of the State 
of Kentucky, domiciled therein, and had no right to go into the enemy 
country for the pur:pose of traffic with the citizens of that country 
without the permiss10n of a certain authority of the Government, he 
had not obtained that authority, he went contrary to law, and in every 
act that he performed while in the State of Alabaina he violated the 
laws of the United States. , 

Now, sir, it makes no difference how strongly my sympathies might 
m9ye me in the direction of recompensing the losses he may have met, 
I cannot find that it is my duty as a Senator, or indeed my right as a 
Senator, to give him out of the Treasury of the United States money 
arising from the proceeds of the sale of property which did not belong 
to him. The question is a-sked here "to whom did it belongT" If 
you will consult the act of Congress in reference to captured and 
abandoned property, you will see at once to whom it belonged, be
cause the Government of the United States took jurisdiction of the 
disposal of all property left in the precise condition that this was 
and converted it into property, the proceeds of which should be paid 
into the Treasury of the United States. When the llloney thus real
ized got there, it got there legitimately for all public purposes, and it · 
is not for ns now to discuss whether W a.rren Mitchell might have from 
conscientious or moral duress obtained the title of the vendors of the 
cotton or some of them. The laws of the country have said the pro
ceeds of this cotton have rightfully gone into the Treasury of the 
United States. If we take them out and pay them to Warren Mitchell, 
we pay tl:iem contrary to those laws. 

Mr. MITCHELL. May I ask the Senator a question~ 
Mr. MORGAN. Yes. 
Mr. MITCHELL. I desire to ask the Senator from Alabama whether 

if upon all the facts presented by this case the· claimant instead of 
being a loyal citizen residing in the State of Kentucky, had been a dis
loyal citizen residing in the State of Alabama, he would vote to pay 
this claim under his views of public law and the decisions of the 
Supreme Court f 

Mr. MORGAN. If I hatl been on the Court of Claims, and the case 
had come there for judicial decision, not barred by the statute of 
limitations, I think it is very likely I would have decided that he 
was entitled to the cotton, if he had been pardoned and was also a 
citizen of Alabama, because his title to the propertyiu-that instance 
would not have been acquired by a violation of the laws of the United 
States. . 

.Mr. MITCHELL. Then I understand the Senator from Alabama 
to hold and to declare to the Senate and the country that if he had 
been a member of the· Court of Claims or a member of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and this case had come before either,of 
those courts of which he might have been a member, upon precisely 
the same facts as are presented by this case, with the exception that 
the claimant had been a rebel and a resident of a disloyal State, he 
would have voted to pay the claim under his views of public law. 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not know whether the Senator from Oregon 
has ever been president of a Sunday-school or not; but he certainly 
is a master of catechism. . 

Mr. MITCHELL. I have put a very simple question. 
Mr. MORGAN. I do not propose to answer every question that may 

arise in the mind of the Senator from Oregon. It is sufficient for me 
to answer those questions which arise on the record of the case . . I 
will say to him, however, that if I had ha-d the good fortune to have 
been on the Court of Claims, or even the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and a man :who had been pardoned, though he had been a 
rebel, had found his cotton taken without authority of law and con
verted into the Treasury of the United States, I should have been 
compelled, under the laws of the United Stat-es, to vote to give him 
the proceeds of that cotton unless in the acquisition of the title to 
that property he had violated some law of the UI!it.ed States, which 
a rebel would not have done . 

1\Ir. MITCHELL. Now, if I do not interrupt the Senator, the only 
reason, as 1 understand him, why the Senator would not as a member 
of either of those courts or as a member of Congress vote to pay this 
claim is because the claimant at the time the transaction occurred 
was a loyal man, n. citizen of a loyal State, and was not a disloyal man 
and a citizen of a disloyal State. 

1\Ir. MORGAN. The reason in that case would have been that the 
man who was thus situated would not have violated the laws of the 
United States in an endeavor to a-cquire a title to this property. If 
the Senator cannot understand that distinction7 he will excuse me 
from undertaking to educate him on this subject. 

Mr. 1\UTCHELL. I am willing to receive all the light my friend 
from Alabama can give me on the Sllbject. I do not profess to be as 
wise as my friend from Alabama. 
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:Mr. MORGAN. The reason why he was not entitled to the owner
ship of this cotton is that a law of the United States had prohibited 
him being a citizen of Kentucky, from going down South and traffick
ing ~th our people fort. he acquisition of the property. That legal 
infirmity was in his title, which he could not overcome, and fi'om 
which to-day we have no right to excuse him. That dispenses with 
all inquiry really in reference to his loyalty or disloyalty. Mr. Mitchell 
stands here to-day as a man aga.4!Et whom it has been decided by the 
Supreme Court ·that he is making claim to money the result of sales 
of cotton which did not belong to him under the laws of the country. 
Therefore his appeal comes to us in the nature of a petition for a 
charity, a benefaction to be conferred by Congress. When he comes 
upon that ground !"have great personal sympathy for him, and, as I 
have remarked, I have great respect for him. At the same time I do 
not suppose that his loyalty is of that supreme and immac~late char
acter that would justify us in taking $110,000 out of the Treasury for 
the mere purpose of rewarding that sentiment of his mind, which I 
must say was not very fully portrayed in the actions and conduct of 
his life during the period of the rebellion. 

I do not profess to be a perfect judge of that description ana quality 
of loyalty which entitles a man to come to the Congress of the United 
States and demand some recompense at our han<ls as a reward for 
that loyalty under which he asserts no positive legal title. On that 
subject I am disposed to defer to those gentlemen who have better 
ideas and views of what constituted loyalty to the Government of the 
United States than I ha'\te been able to form or than I possess. I can 
only say this: if the Confederate States had succeeded in their e~ort 
at emancipation from the Union and had succeeded in the establish
ment of an independent government, and this cotton had been de
stroyed by the same means or taken by the same means that the cot
ton was taken by the capture of Savannah, I never should have found 
it in my heart as one of the confederate soldiers or confederate law
makers to have denied Mr. Mitchell compensation upon the ground 
of his disloyalty to the confederacy, for, though gentlemen may think 
he was entirely loyal to the Union, I believe that he was as loyal to 
the confederacy as a man could be whose home was in a non-belliger
ent or rather in a loyal State. I mean by that loyalty evinced by sym
pathy and sentiment, and I might add loyalty as evinced by conduct 
while he was within our lines during the whole period of the war 
and which enabled him to participate in the benefit of contra-cts for 
furnishing supplies t6 the confederate army. 

When we propose to reward loyalty I want to reward the pure ar
ticle. I do not want to reward any article of loyalty that seems to 
be in the least degree under suspicion ; and I am determined in my 
conduct in the Senate, when men come from the South, or from the 
North either, claiming the rewards of their loyalty, that they shall 
prove it to a demonstration before I will undertake to reward them 
on that account. I am not satisfied on that subject here, and yet I 
have rendered my judgment as a member of the committee and a-s a 
Senator upon the ground that we have to undo a decision of the Su
preme Court, we have virtually to repeal the laws of the Unit.ed 
States, before we can ever get at this money in the Treasury for the 
purpose of returning it to Warren Mitchell. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I move that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. I do it now as I suppose 
there are other Senators who wish to speak on this bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Will the Senator withdraw that motion 
for a few moments 1 

Mr. HAMLIN. How long! 
Mr. JONES, of Florida. Ten minutes. 
Mi. HAMLIN. Others desire to speak on the question. I hope the 

Senator will postpone his remarks until another day. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (.Mr. ROLLL~S in t.he chair.) It is 

moved by the Senator fro_m Maine that. the Senate proceed to the con
sideration of executive business. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being on a division-ayes 18, 
noes 21. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. If this bill can be left. as the ~ished 
business for to-morrow, very well; I have no part1cular des1re to go 
on this evening. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Senator from Florida does not claim the 
fioor to speak now, I should like to make a motion. I move to post
pone the present and all prior orders and take up the resolutions that 
I offered the other day on the subject of the constitutional amend
ments and instmcting the Committee on the Judiciary to report a 
certain bill. · 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I cannot yield to that. 
l\Ir. CONKLING. Does the Senator from Florida prefer ~o proceed 

to-day rather than to-morrow if this bill goes over as unfinished 
business 1 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I would rather speak to-morrow if the bill 
goes over as the unfinished business; but if it is to lose its place on 
tho Calendar, I prefer to go on now. 

Mr. CONKLING. So I apprehend; and yet I think Senators around 
the Senator from Florida. voted against the motion to proceed to exec
utiv-e business supposing that he preferred to speak to-night. If he 
does not prefer to speak to-night, then I venture to renew the motion 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 
That will leave this bill as thennfinisbedbusiness forto-morrow,and 

the Senator from Florida will be entitled to the floor. I make that 
motion. 

The "pRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New York moves
that the Senate proceed to the consideratitm of executive business. 

)fr. HARRIS. I rise to inqUire, if the Senate proceeds now to the· 
consideration of executive bus~ess, does it leave this bill as the un-
finished business ·f -

Mr. CONKLING and others. Certainly it· does. 
Mr. HARRIS. That was my impre~on, but I desired to know it 

certainly. . 
Mr. EDMUNDS. If my motion should not prevail now to take up 

the resolutions I have had the honor to propose, I shall try tQ move 
them to-morrow. 

)fr. IlARRIS. I of course understand that if the motion of the 
Senator fr9m Vermont shall be carried by the Senate· it postpones the · 
consideration of the bill; but the motion of the Senator from New· 
York to proceed to the consideration of executive business, as I un
derstand, leaves this bill as the unfinished business . and the business• 
in order for to-morrow t 

Mr. CONKLING. No doubt about it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved by the Senator from New 

York that the Senate now proceed t.o the consideration of executive· 
~~n~& -

The motion was agreed to. 
:llESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. GEORGE M.. 
AD.UIS, its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following 
bills and joint resolution; in which it requested the co~currence o:t 
the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. No. 796) for the relief of Jenkins A. Fitzgerald, assist-
ant surgeon United States Army; 

A bill (H. R. No. 1173) for the relief of Joseph R. Pratt; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1326) for the relief of Samuel B. Stauber and others;: 
A bill (H. R. No. 1502) for the relief of Ella P. Murphy; 
A bill (H. R. No. 1545) for the relief of Ann Gregory, widow of 

Charles N. Gregory, deceased; . 
A. bill (H. R. No. 1614) for the relief of S. T.l\Iarshall, of Lee County~

Iowa; 
A bill (H. R. No. 3378) to change a term of the district court in the 

County of Pennington, in the Territory of Dakota; 
A bill (H. R. No. 3434) releasing the title to a certain cemetery lot 

to the city of :Montgomery, Alabama; 
A bill (H. R. No. 4007) for the relief of private William Hines,. 

Company F, Eighteenth United States Infantry, who lost his trousers 
and blanket by fire at Aiken, South Carolina; 

A bill (H. R. No. 4116) authorizing the board of commissioners of" 
the Soldiers Home to sell certain property at Harrods burgh, Kentucky,. 
belonging to the Soldiers Home ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 4.123) for the relief of Germain H. :Mason, of 
Michi~an; 

A bill (H. R. No. 4143) for the relief of John Adame, William B. 
Clift, David Dunseath, William Killinger, .r. F. Scott administrator
of the estate of Obediah Scott, deceased, Davis C. Peak, Charles Lin
derman, James Linnane, Patrick Carey, John :McMahon, and Jmn.es. 
Gorman, administrator of the estate of Patrick Gorman, deceased ; 

A bill (H. R. No. 4290).for the relief of WilliamS. Hansell and sons;. 
A bill (H. R. No. 4418) for the relief of John D. McGill; 
A bill (H. R. No. 4419) for the relief of Peter Meagher; 
A bill (H.R.No. 4554) for the relief of James G. Harrison; 
A bill (H. R.No. 5300) to provide for the holding of terms of the· 

district and circuit courts of the United States at Fort Scott, Kansas;. 
A bill (H. R. No. 582'2) for the relief of Hemy T. Fuller and others, 

sureties upon the official bond of William H. Waterman; 
A bill (H. R. No. 5984) to amend section 688 of the Revised Statutes. 

of the United States; 
A bill (H. R. No. 615~) granting a bounty land warrant to Elisha. 

Franklin, a survivor of the war of 1812 ; 
A bill (H. R. No .. 6169) to establish a district and circuit court at. 

Chattanoo~a, Tennessee; 
A bill (H. R. No. 6170) for the better organization of the. district. 

court of the United States within the State of Louisiana; and 
A joint resolution (H. R. No. 105) authorizing the Secr~tary of the 

Treasury to pay certain officers of the internal-revenue service the· 
amounts due them for their services as such officers previous to the· 
time of executing their bonds and taking the oath of office as pre-
scribed by law. -

The message also announced that the House had passed the follow
ing bills and joint resolution : 

A bill (S. No. 43) to pro~ide for taking testimony to be used before 
Congress in cases of private claims against the United States; 

A bill (S. No. 878) to disapprove and annul an act of the Legisla,
tive Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, passed on the l!;th of 
January, 1878, by a two-third vote of both houses over the veto of' 
the governor of said Territory ; 

A bill (S. No. 1038) for the relief of Jesse Turner and others, sureties. 
upon the official bond of George W. Clarke, formerly Indian agent; 

A bill (S. No.1!060) authorizing the Secretary of War to erect head
stones over the graves of Union soldiers whe have been interred iD 
private, village, or city cemeteries; 
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A bill'(S. No.1277) to extend the jurisdiction of the district and cir

(mit courts of the United States for the southern district of Florida; 
and 

A joint resolution (S. R. No. 27) providing for transportation by the 
military authorities of John J. Manuel and two infant daughters from 
Camp Howard, Idaho Territory, to Saint Charles, Missouri. 

The message further announced that the Honse had passed the fol
'lowing bills, with amendments in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate: · 

A bill (S. No. 623) to amend sections 900 and 993 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States for the District of Columbia, so as to 
make the 22d day of February a holiday within said District; and 

A bill (S. No. 1151) to amend section 5497 of the Revised Statutes. 
The message also announced that the House had concurred in the 

.amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 5315) to restore the 
records and files in the district and circuit courts of the United States 
for the western district of Texas, lately destroyed by fire. 

The message further announced that the House had agreed to the 
.amendments of the Senate to the concurrent resolution of tho House 
providing for the printing of 3,000 copies of the report of the Geo
graphical and Geological Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region, being 
volume 2, Contributions to North American Ethnology, in quarto form. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to the 
amendments of the Senate to the concurrent resolution ofthe House 
providing for the printing of 3,000 copies ea{lh of volumes 3, 8, and 13 
'Of the final reports of the Geological and Geographical Survey of the 
Territories, in quarto form, with the necessary illustrations. 

The message further announced that the House bad agreed to the 
-amendments of the Senate to the concurrent resolution of the Itouse 
provi'\liHg for the printing of 3,000 copies of the report of the Geo
~phical and Geological Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region relat
mg to the geology of the High Plateau of Utah, in quarto form, with 
the illustrations and charts. . 

The message also announced that the House had passed a concur
. rent resolution providing for the :printing and binding at the Govern
ment Printing Office, for the u2e of the Department of the Interior, 
"Of 2,000 c.opies of Professor Hayden's tenth annual report of the Geo
logical and Geographical Survey of the Territories for 1876, uniform 
with the edition ordered by Congress. 

The message further announced that the House had passed a con
-current resolution for the printing in the CoNGRES~IONAL REcoRD 
-of the memo-r:ial exercises in honor of Professor Henry, held in the 
Hall of the House of Representatives on the 16th day of January, 
1879 ; in which tbe concurrence of the Senate was requested. 

The message also announced tbat the House bad passed a concur.., 
rent resolution providing that whenever the proper officer having 
oeharge thereof shall have received a sufficient number of orders for 
Professor Hayden's Atlas of Colorado, accompanied by the cost price 
thereof, with 10 per cent. additional, to warrant, in his opinion, the 
expense of putting the plates to press, he shall cause an edition 
thereof to be published; in which the concurrence of the Senate waa 
.req nested. 

The message further communicated to the Senate, in compliance 
with its request, a copy of the testimony of James E. Anderson, 
.given before the committee of the House of Representatives on in

. vestigation of alleged frauds in the electoral vote of the States of 
Louisiana and Florida, so far as it affects Hon. STA~EY MATTHEWs, a 
Senator from the State of Ohio. 

E1t."'ROLLED BILLS SIG~"'ED. 
. The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had 

signed the following ~nrolled bills ; and they were thereupon signed 
by the Vice-President: 

A bill .(S. No. 1435) authorizing the appointment of Dr. Junius L. 
. Eowell an assistant surgeon in the United States Army; 

A biD (H. R. No. 4200) relating to the National Road in the State 
'()f Maryland, and to give consent of the United States to a' certain 
-act of the General Assembly of Maryland in relation to said road; 

A bill (H. R. No. 5052) to amend section 3835 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States relating to deficiency in postmasters' accounts; 
--and 

A bill (H. R. No. 6141) making appropriations to enable the Secre
tary of the Treasury to carry out the provisions of section 254 of the 
Revised Statutes, and to appropriate $40,000 for the miscellaneous 
.expenses of the House of Representatives, and for other purposes. 

PAPER CONTRACTS ~VESTIGATIOX. 
Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following resolution; which was con

sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to : 
Resolveclt That the Committee on Printing be authorized to send for persons and 

papers ana to employ a stenographer in any matter that may arise out of the awa.rd 
of the recent contracts for paper. . 

EXECUTIVE COMl\IUNICATIONS. 
The VICE-PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a communication 

from th~ Secretary of War, transmitting a letter of the Chief of Ord
nance inclosing a special estimate and recommendation for the pur
chase of land to enlarge and protect the San Aintonio arsenal, Texas; 
which was refer,red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter of the Secretary of War, 
"transmitting a copy of a preamble and resolutions adopted by the 
.Chamber of Commerce of Pittsburgh, 'Pennsylvania, on the 13th in-

stant, recomll!ending that appropriations for the completion of the 
Davis Island Dam be made ; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter of the Secretary of War, 
communicatiJ;tg, in obedience to law, a report of :Major G. L. Gillespie, 
Corps of Engmeers, of a survey of the bar at the mouth of Columbia 
River, Oregon; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered ta be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a lett.er of the Secretary of War, 
communicating, in obedience to law, the report of tha board of offi
cers appointed to examine the works in p:fogress of co11struction by 
James B. Eads at the mouth of the Mississippi River; which wa 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter of the Secretary of War, 
transmitting copies of communications from: W. J. Murtagh, offering 
to sell to the Government the property in the city of Washington at 
the southwestern corner of Pennsylvania avenue and Thirteenth 
street, known as the" Republican building"; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSIOX. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business. 

After two hours and ten minutes spent in executiv.13 session the doors 
were reopened, and (at five o'clock ::tml forty-five minutes p.m.) the 
Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
:1\IONDAY, January 2·7, 1879. 

The House met at twelve o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev . 
W. P. HAruusox, D. D. 

The J(;mrnal of Saturday last was read and approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER: The morning hour begins at ten minutes past 
twelve o'clock. This being Monday, the first business during the 
morning hour is the call of States and Territories, beginning with 
the State of Maine, for bills and joint resolutions for introduction and 
reference to appropriate committees. During this call memorials and 
joint resolutions of State and territorial Legislatures are in order for 
reference. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Kew York. I nsk unanimous consent that this 
order be allowed to continue, without regard to the expiration of the 
hour, until all the States and Territories Me called. 

:Mr. WRIGHT. I object. . 
MOUNT PLEASA..'I\T RAILROAD CO:'tlP.U.~. 

Mr. HE~TDEE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 617!l) to incorporate the 
Mount Pleasant Railroad Company of the District of Columbia; which 
waa read a first and second time, referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed . 

DAR'\\'IN JO~SON . 
Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6176) granting a pension 

to Darwin JohnsQD,late a private in Company C, Eleventh Regiment 
Vermont Volunteer ~ntry, war of 1861; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or-
dered to be printed. · . 

EBE~TEZER G. BIGELOW. 
Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6177) granting a pen

sion to Ebenezer G. Bigelow, late a private in Second Vermont Bat
tery, war of 1861; which w.as read a first and second time, re:ierred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS OF WAR OF 1812· 

Mr. JOYCE also introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6178) to amend tbe act 
of March 9,.1878, relating to pensions for service in the war of 1812; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CO~"l>El\Th'ED ORDYANCE FOR S.OLDIERS' 1\IO~lJMENT.' 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, introduced a bill (H. R. No. 6179) do

nating four condemned cannon to the town of Sutton, State of Massa
chusetts, to be used in the erection of a soldier's monument; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Mili
tary Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

OPHELIA E. Sll\IMOXS. 

Mr. CRAPO iniroduc·ed a bill (H. R. No. 6180) granting a pension 
to Ophelia E. Simmons, widow of David A. Simmons, late a master's 
mate in the Navy; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WORK OY PUBLIC Bl:.'ILDINGS. 
Mr. MULLER introduced a joint resolution (H. R. No. 219) asking 

the President to appoint a board to examine into and repoct on a 
better system of doing work on our public buildings; which was 
read~ first and second time, referred to the Committee on Educati&Jn 
and Labor, and ordered to be printed. 
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